DRAFT – FOR DISCUSSION PURPOSE ONLY

VIRGIN TOWN COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES

Wednesday, March 23, 2011


Present:

Members:
Mayor John Grow



Bill Adams



Lee Ballard



Bruce Densley



Luke Stevens
Others:
Ray Golata
WORK MEETING
a.
Discussion on funding and design possibilities of a new Fire Station – Bruce Densley

Bruce Densley stated that an inter-local agreement was signed with Hurricane so the Fire District will remain in place through the end of the year, the new district will work towards purchasing our own Equipment, and the district will now include property in Kolob. He stated that he thinks things are going very well. 
Lee Ballard raised the question whether Sky Ranch would be a part of the new District and Bruce replied that it will be a part of it, but Hurricane will still be the first responders.
 Bruce stated that the next step for the new district is to have new equipment in place and personnel by December 31st, 2011 so if Hurricane does drop out, the new district will be prepared.
b.
Discussion of citizen complaints

Mayor Grow stated that the town has received several complaints about 5 ATV riders in town specifically in the Desert Gardens subdivision. The police have been contacted and will be instructed to hand deliver a written warning to the 3 that live in town. Bruce Densley stated that they have built a race track in their back yard. The Mayor and Luke Stevens noticed that they are also using 4 wheel drive trucks and tearing up property. 
c.
Discussion of putting in fire pits at Falls Park
Mayor Grow stated that Chris Holm has suggested that the Town put in 2 fire pits at Falls Park near the picnic tables that would cost about $240.00 a piece. Chris Holm feels it would help keep the park clean, encourage people to use the rings instead of building fire pits with rocks, and that people would use the wood from the recent flood. The Mayor and Bruce Densley agreed it was a good idea. 

d. Discuss the possibilities of purchasing a jumping jack compactor for the Town

Mayor Grow stated that the topic of purchasing a compacter was brought up with the sale of the old Backhoe because the need is essential. Currently the town rents one at least once a month and the cost is about $250.00 each time. Chris Holm spoke with Wheeler Equipment and they will set up a 12 month payment plan of $266.00 per month. Bruce Densley asked if there were any advantages to a 6 month plan and the Mayor said is would save about $100.00 in interest, but he feels it would be better to use the 12 months. Luke Stevens questioned getting other bids and the Mayor stated that had been done and Wheeler had the best value. Everyone agreed with the purchase.

e.
Discussion on funding and design possibilities of a new Fire Station – Bruce Densley
Bruce Densley explained that with the current plans the new Fire Station and town offices could be built with a cost between $170,000 and $180,000. This would include the cement floor, rough in on plumbing, & insulation. The town would have to construct the interior walls that would separate the office, and meeting room. 
Bruce stated that a lot of labor and materials could be donated by advertising the need for volunteers and suppliers. The council discussed the size of the building, possible uses, and the outside appearance including the use of cost effective aesthetically pleasing materials. Bruce discussed the different builders and choosing the best bid.
 Bruce Densley stated that the new Fire District will pay for all maintenance, up keep and utilities. Lee Ballard questioned if the District would pay for the uses of the Town Office and Mayor Grow stated yes it will be a part of the agreement. Lee also asked questions about the funding and the terms of the grant. 
The council decided a letter needs to be sent to Ron Thompson asking for a meeting to finalize plans on the Kolob Road Alternate Route.
REGULAR MEETING
1. Call to Order – Mayor John Grow.
Mayor Grow called the Regular Meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  

2.
Pledge and Opening Remarks.
Mayor Grow led the Pledge of Allegiance
2. Declaration of Conflicts of Interest.
No conflicts of interest were declared.

NEW BUSINESS
1. Discussion with possible approval of the Planning Commission recommended approval of the Resort Zone & Residential Zone location Amendment (16.2 &21.2)
Lee Ballard stated that the copy is missing language added by the Planning & Zoning Commission.
Mayor Grow moved to table the Amendment to next months meeting.  Luke Stevens seconded the motion.  Vote on motion:  Bill Adams-Aye, Bruce Densley-Aye, Luke Stevens-Aye, Lee Ballard-Aye, Mayor John Grow-Aye.  The motion passed unanimously.  

2. Authorization to install “Share the Road” signs – Eastern Washington County Trails Committee
Lee Ballard explained that the Eastern Washington County Trails Committee wants to install “Share the Road” Signs from I-15, through Zion National Park and to the Mt. Carmel Junction. They are not asking for funding just authorization and help with installation from the town maintenance. The council discussed the use of bikes on the roads.
Lee Ballard moved to authorize the installation of no more than 4 “Share the Road” signs.  Bruce Densley seconded the motion.  Vote on motion:  Bill Adams-Aye, Bruce Densley-Aye, Luke Stevens-Aye, Lee Ballard-Aye, Mayor John Grow-Aye.  The motion passed unanimously.  

OLD BUSINESS

3. Report on Street Light project – Lee Ballard
Lee Ballard stated that the power company had quoted quite a bit of money to remove the street light at the end of Jepson Street. She questioned this and the power company has now agreed to remove it at no Charge.  A list of the lights to be removed was faxed in long ago, and approved. She also met with Tom Shirley of Rocky Mountain Power and went to each of the lights to be removed. She stated she was told they should be removed within a month. She sent all of the criteria to work up the bid advertisement to the engineers and said Jason had questions about dates.
 She also met with Tom Shirley of Rocky Mountain Power and went to each of the lights to be removed. She stated they should be removed within a month. She sent all of the criteria to work up the bid advertisement to the engineers and said Jason had questions about dates. She questioned how the bids should be read. The council decided they will be opened and reviewed at a work meeting. Mayor Grow requested a copy of the advertisement for review before it is sent and determined that a mandatory walk through will be required for any of the bidding contractors.
4.
Discussion with possible approval of the January 26, 2011 Town Council Minutes
The minutes were reviewed and approved
Bruce Densley moved to approve the minutes of January 26, 2011 with no changes.  Lee Ballard seconded the motion.  Vote on motion:  Bill Adams-Aye, Bruce Densley-Aye, Luke Stevens-Aye, Lee Ballard-Aye, Mayor John Grow-Aye.  The motion passed unanimously. 

5.
Discussion with possibly approval of the Invoices and Checks for January & February 2011 

Luke Stevens asked about a payment to the BLM. Mayor Grow stated that it is for easements for water lines and that the BLM said it is to be paid every year. Bruce Densley asked what type of fee and the about the frequency of payments. Mayor Grow said it will be looked into.

Bruce Densley moved to accept the checks and invoices for January & February 2011 with the stipulation that there be clarification on the BLM matter by next meeting.  Lee Ballard seconded the motion.  Vote on motion:  Bill Adams-Aye, Bruce Densley-Aye, Luke Stevens-Aye, Lee Ballard-Aye, Mayor John Grow-Aye.  The motion passed unanimously. 

OPEN FORUM
Bruce Densley stated that the League of Cities and Towns meeting is coming up. Mayor Grow stated the dates are April 13 through April 15. Bruce stated that he would like to attend. Lee Ballard stated that the Town Officials should try to attend. Mayor Grow requested the Town Clerk get everyone the information.
Bruce Densley asked if any more work had been done with the sidewalk grant by Zion River Resort. Mayor Grow replied that UDOT will let the town know.

Mayor Grow discussed the road patch on Kolob road and Smith’s Mesa. Mayor Grow said he will be meeting with FEMA and Ron Smith to discuss receiving help to repair the damage caused by the flood.
Luke Stevens asked if the Fire Department received the donation from The United Way. Mayor Grow replied that the town had and it was decided it will be used to purchase sand bagging equipment.
Bruce Densley stated that the State of Utah passed house bill 286 that states municipalities cannot require the interior of a home to be finished, only the exterior and landscaping prior to moving in. Luke Stevens asked if this bill will address the issue of the abandoned trailers in town. Mayor Grow said it is a Fire Code issue. Lee Ballard requested a copy be given to the Planning Commission.
Lee Ballard asked if the Town has applied for the Education to Action Program students for assistance with the General Plan and our Future Land Use Map. She also stated we will need to advertise in as many ways possible the need for Host Families for the students.
Lee Ballard stated that she was approached by a citizen asking what has happened with the Children’s Theater funds. Ray Golata explained what the auditors had done. Lee Ballard said the second issue the citizen had was if the Town is paying too much for police protection. Mayor Grow said he feels the police are doing a great job. Luke Stevens stated he had too talked with the citizen and he had concerns about the budget, but felt it was worth the services. The council discussed budget issues.
6.
Adjourn.
Lee Ballard moved to adjourn.  Bruce Densley seconded the motion.  Vote on motion:  Bill Adams-Aye, Bruce Densley-Aye, Luke Stevens-Aye, Lee Ballard-Aye, Mayor John Grow-Aye.  The motion passed unanimously.  

__________________________________

Karri Olds 

Town Clerk

Approved:  _________________________
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