FINAL
VIRGIN TOWN COUNCIL

MEETING MINUTES

Wednesday, June 23, 2010


Present:

Members:
Mayor John Grow



Bill Adams

Lee Ballard



Bruce Densley

Others:
Larry Amodt, Planning and Zoning Commission Member 


Gina Amodt

Jay Lee

Carolyn Matsler

Nicole McDermott

Ron Smith

Excused:
Luke Stevens
WORK MEETING

a. Discussion on Work Being Finished on 150 S. – Vince Blackmore.
Mr. Blackmore explained that he is having financial problems and that he plans to subdivide a (4 acre?) parcel at the end of 150S and sell the lots to fund the completion of his responsibilities on 150 S.  He agreed to clean up and flatten the area of the cul-de-sac within 60 days to allow vehicles to turn around there in the meantime.　
b. Discussion on a Proposed Subdivision Southwest of Town – Jeff Morby.
Mr. Moreby was present to speak about a proposal to trade popular trail and river land on his parcels near the Sheep Bridge for buildable BLM land.  Council was reluctant to encourage the trade.
c. Discuss the Creation of an Outdoor Lighting Inspector.  

Lee Ballard asked council to consider appointing a local expert to ensure new commercial and municipal outdoor lighting is designed and installed in accordance with town lighting regulations, which are rather technical for some to interpret.  Any review/inspection could be covered by a small fee.  Some members were concerned about adding requirements.  It was suggested the Zoning Administrator be trained to enforce the regulations by someone expert in the field, such as Commissioner Amodt.
REGULAR MEETING

1. Call to Order – Mayor John Grow.
Mayor John Grow called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

2. Pledge and Opening Remarks.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

3. Declaration of Conflicts of Interest.
There were no conflicts of interest declared.
NEW BUSINESS

4. Semi-Annual Report from Eastern Washington County Victims Services – Tiffany English.
Ms. English reported that the EWCVS has received further and increased funding.  The effort has been a success.  The majority of abuse claims have been for verbal abuse.　
5. Close Public Meeting and Open Public Hearing on the Following Items:

a. Amending the 2009-2010 Budget.

.
b. Adoption of 2010-2011 Budget.  

Lee Ballard moved to close the public meeting and open the public hearing .  Bruce Densley seconded the motion.  Vote on motion:  Bill Adams-Aye, Bruce Densley-Aye, Lee Ballard-Aye, Mayor John Grow-Aye.  The motion passed unanimously.  
6. Close Public Hearing and Open Public Meeting.
Lee Ballard moved to close the public hearing and open the public meeting .  Bruce Densley seconded the motion.  Vote on motion:  Bill Adams-Aye, Bruce Densley-Aye, Lee Ballard-Aye, Mayor John Grow-Aye.  The motion passed unanimously.  

There were no public comments.
7. Review with Possible Action Item Covered at the Public Hearing:
a. Amending the 2009-2010 Budget.
Council reviewed and voted unanimously to adopt the most recent recommendation of the Treasurer as the final amended 09-10 budget.
Lee Ballard moved to amend the 2009-2010 Budget.  Bruce Densley seconded the motion.  Vote on motion:  Bill Adams-Aye, Bruce Densley-Aye, Lee Ballard-Aye, Mayor John Grow-Aye.  The motion passed unanimously.  
b. Adoption of the 2010-2011 Budget.
Council reviewed the recommended future budget and voted unanimously to adopt it with minor changes.
Lee Ballard moved to approve the adoption of the 2010-2011 budget with the minor changes made.  Bill Adams seconded the motion.  Vote on motion:  Bill Adams-Aye, Bruce Densley-Aye, Lee Ballard-Aye, Mayor John Grow-Aye.  The motion passed unanimously.  
8. Appointment of the New Town Treasurer – John Grow.
The mayor explained that Ray Golata has retired, and that the firm who currently does the town audit, Kemp Burdick, has agreed to replace him as Town Treasurer on a part time contract basis. Council voted unanimously to accept the mayor's appointment of Kemp Burdick as the new Town Treasurer.　
9. Discussion with Possible Approval of the Granting of Vendor Permits.
Council discussed town policy on vendor permits, which is currently unwritten.  Members voted 
unanimously to follow a model policy taken from LaVerkin ordinance until a new ordinance is 
adopted by the town to regulate non-resident vendors.  Non-resident vendors will pay a $25 fee for 
a six-month permit to sell in Virgin; proof of a sales tax account listing Virgin as the location will 
be required.
Bruce Densley moved to approve the granting of a Non-Resident Vendor Permit. Bill Adams seconded the motion.  Vote on motion:  Bill Adams-Aye, Bruce Densley-Aye, Lee Ballard-Aye, Mayor John Grow-Aye.  The motion passed unanimously.  
10. Discussion on LED Lighting Test Pole.
No residents have made any comments on the new light pole outside the Town office.  Gina 
Amodt stated that she only noticed that it does not blink on and off all night as the other one does.
11. Review Virgin Town Street Lighting Plan and Discuss Engineer’s Review – Lee Ballard.
Lee Ballard remarked that she collected input and found that some lighting is popular with some residents but not others.  She thought that simply replacing those lights with better ones makes the most sense.  She reported that no positive comments were received on light number six located at the end of 130 South.  Lee Ballard stated that the current light output cannot be measured in terms of foot candles because the lights are very dirty, full of bugs, and in poor condition.  

Council Member Ballard stated that citizens also do not like the lighting at the tennis courts.  She and others think it is ridiculous to keep the lights on through the night, particularly when there is already a streetlight on every corner of the block.  She noted that removing the lights will save the town money.  
Lee Ballard referred to a light in her neighborhood at the end of 700 West.  Mayor Grow considered that to be a safety issue.  Council Member Ballard felt that because it is a dead end with a barrier, there is no need for the light.  She stated that the Town Attorney indicated that there is no problem with removing it so long as a traffic engineer inspects the plan first.  

Bruce Densley remarked that he received complaints about the light at 170 East and Highway 9 and another on the corner of Mill Street and Highway 9.  The list of affected lights was referred to.  Excluding the four newest lights in Desert Gardens there was a total of 37 lights.  That figure assumes that six lights are removed including four at the tennis courts.  Lee Ballard suggested that eventually an alternative type of lighting should be installed.  

Lee Ballard stated that Rocky Mountain Power will remove the old lights at no charge and allow the town to install the new lights and wiring on their poles.  They will then make the final connection.  Poles that carry only the light but no power may be taken back by Rocky Mountain Power.  Lee Ballard estimated that the cost of the project could be as high as $35,000 but estimated that the town has a 40% rebate.  The company that installed the test light has already found low interest funding that would result in a payment of $420 per month for the entire job as opposed to the $650 the town is currently spending on the lights.  In the end, the town will save $200 more per month after replacing the lights.  Lee Ballard suspected that the job could be done for less but considered the quality to be of utmost importance.  She noted that with the proposed lighting requires virtually no maintenance.      

Council Member Ballard stated that based on the engineer’s review, the council agreed to consider the removal of certain lights.  Mayor Grow recommended the town engineer examine the six lights proposed for removal.  

12. Discussion with Possible Approval of Advertising new LED Street Lighting Proposal.

Lee Ballard indicated that she planned to work with Springdale on what to include in the proposal and then have it reviewed by the council.  Council Member Ballard was commended for her efforts.  

Lee Ballard moved to approve the advertising of the bid pending the council’s review of the final lighting.  Bruce Densley seconded the motion.  Vote on motion:  Bill Adams-Aye, Bruce Densley-Aye, Lee Ballard-Aye, Mayor John Grow-Aye.  The motion passed unanimously.  
13. Discussion with Possible Approval of the March 24, 2010 and May 26, 2010 Town Council Minutes.  

The minutes were reviewed and modified.  
Bruce Densley moved to approve the minutes of March 24, 2010 and May 26, 2010, as amended.  Bill Adams seconded the motion.  Vote on motion:  Bill Adams-Aye, Bruce Densley-Aye, Lee Ballard-Aye, Mayor John Grow-Aye.  The motion passed unanimously.  
OPEN FORUM:

Power issues were discussed as well as various options and the potential to obtain grants.  Mayor Grow recommended grants be pursued through the Five County Association of Governments.  
Lee Ballard reported that a preliminary report has been released on the transit study.  The study was conducted from St. George to Hurricane to determine whether transit will work there.  The section from Virgin to Springdale was added in later.  The study showed that there is huge public support and the park in Springdale will provide a great destination for the end of the line.  The report was expected to be released within the next few weeks and will potentially include a study describing how it can potentially be funded.  She personally thought fees could cover the costs.  

Larry Amodt asked what would be the most efficient way to communicate to the County Commission that many citizens are unhappy with the current mail voting system.  He also questioned why the town residents did not get to vote on school district issues.  It was suggested that an ongoing progress report be kept on the matter as well as a record of the problems.  Bruce Densley suggested the town communicate to the county that they want local elections rather than mail-in voting.  He recommended the matter be followed up on every month.  Mayor Grow thought citizen complaints were most effective in getting the point across.  
Larry Amodt remarked that many citizens received their ballots in the mail on a Saturday not realizing they had to be postmarked before Monday evening.  Mayor Grow noted that the problem was compounded by the fact that the post office closes at 12:30 p.m.  
Lee Ballard commented that she received an email on election day notifying her that citizens could return their ballots with a late postmark.  She was concerned that many had thrown away their ballots when they realized they missed the deadline.  She expressed her displeasure with the entire process.  Bruce Densley suggested that individual citizens be encouraged to make comments to the county in writing.  Lee Ballard was concerned that the mail-in voting method was ineffective in this past election.  She also did not like the alternative of going to LaVerkin to vote.  

Bruce Densley reported that he received two requests that the council vote against designating Highway 9 as a federal scenic byway.  He explained that it is already a state byway and the federal government has enough control over it.  Nothing could be gained by giving the federal government more power.  After listening to the concerns raised, he realized that it might not be a good idea.  Mayor Grow remarked that the only benefit he could see would be the potential to receive grants.  Lee Ballard suggested the possibility of having Ken Sizemore talk to the council.  
Bruce Densley recommended posting a sign routing four-wheelers across the road to the opposite side of the sidewalk to prevent them from damaging the sidewalk and kicking up rocks.  Mayor Grow stated that signs had already been ordered and made.  Signs were also posted indicating that no four-wheelers are allowed on sidewalks and specifying a 20 mph maximum speed limit.  
Bruce Densley indicated that he received a letter from property owner Carlos Tavares who is a Constitutionalist.  Mr. Devarus was concerned and wanted it to be known that the town is not a democracy where a community can gather and vote a majority to overcome a minority.  We are instead a republic based on law.  Mr. Devarus was concerned that the council might overstep its authority designated by the Constitution.  He agreed with the propriety of CC&Rs, however.  Lee Ballard stated that she has corresponded with Mr. Devarus who seems to disagree with impact and building permit fees.  
Council Member Densley recommended an actual list of road projects or recommended road projects be compiled.  Mayor Grow directed staff to create such a list.  

COUNCIL COMMENTS:  Discussion with Approval of:

14. Review of Invoices and Checks for May 2010.

Bruce Densley moved to approve the invoices and checks for May 2010 as indicated.  Bill Adams seconded the motion.  Vote on motion:  Bill Adams-Aye, Bruce Densley-Aye, Lee Ballard-Abstained, Mayor John Grow-Aye.  The motion passed unanimously with one abstention.  
ADJOURN
15. Public Meeting.

Bruce Densley moved to adjourn.  Lee Ballard seconded the motion.  Vote on motion:  Bill Adams-Aye, Bruce Densley-Aye, Lee Ballard-Aye, Mayor John Grow-Aye.  The motion passed unanimously.  
The Town Council Meeting adjourned at ___________p.m.
__________________________________

Karri Olds 
Town Clerk

Approved:  _________________________
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