FINALIZED
VIRGIN TOWN COUNCIL

MEETING MINUTES

Wednesday, April 28, 2010

Present:

Members:
Mayor John Grow



Bill Adams

Lee Ballard



Bruce Densley

Luke Stevens

Others:
Karri Olds, Town Clerk
Tom Miller
Claudia Miller

WORK MEETING

a. Discussion of Utah League of Cities and Towns Convention – Lee Ballard.

Lee Ballard reported on the Utah League of Cities and Towns Convention and stated that there had been a good array of programs in the past, but this year’s event wasn’t as beneficial.  She reviewed the convention briefly and reported that Washington County is projected to have a 200% growth rate between now and the year 2040.  Bruce Densley attended the convention and agreed with Council Member Ballard. 

Council Member Ballard reported on the Transit Study and stated that surveys were made available at the post office for town residents to fill out.  So far, 46 had been returned.  She was interested to learn that during the tour season, St. George Shuttle gets an average of 12 calls per day asking if they have shuttles to Zion National Park.  She reported that there are plans for one shuttle company to start running two trips a day to the park.    
Lee Ballard gave an update on the Corridor Management Plan Meeting held the previous week.  She reported that Ken Sizemore from the Five County Association of Governments did an excellent job of answering questions.  Because so few were present, several questions were asked and answered thoroughly.  She invited those with questions about the byway designation to contact Mr. Sizemore or herself.  She reported that two or three additional meetings will be conducted while they work through the process in each town.  As a result, there will be additional opportunities for discussion.  
b. Discussion of Pump House at Sierra Bella on Usage, Ownership and Homeowners’ Association.  
Mayor Grow indicated that the town is in the process of finalizing the subdivision and discovered that the building in question is part of the water system.  The town is being billed for power costs although the building is still in the developers’ name.  Mayor Grow reported that it will become town property because of the water system.  He did not object to the developer leaving the landscape timers as long they pay the power bill.  
Lee Ballard had heard that Chris Holm was concerned about the security of the water system if a private entity has access to it.  Mayor Grow suggested the timers be installed on the outside of the building.  Bruce Densley was concerned that locating it outside the building might make it more susceptible to unauthorized tampering and vandalism.  Lee Ballard commented that a lock box could be placed around it as a preventative measure.  
Bruce Densley questioned whether the developer understood that the pump house was part of the emergency water system.  Mayor Grow responded that the developer thought the building belonged to them.
Lee Ballard asked if it was proper for the town to ask the developer to pay the power bill.  Mayor Grow thought it was appropriate since the developer is benefiting from the service.  Bill Adams was concerned that there will be persistent problems if there is a combined situation.  One option was for the town to continue to pay for the power but not use it.  The advantage would be an assurance that when the town needs power, it will be available.  The council agreed to have the control panel moved outside the building
After further discussion, the council determined that the developer should build elsewhere in the common area and bring in their own power.  Lee Ballard asked if an addition could be put on the pump house.  Mayor Grow’s preference was for it to stand alone since it is an emergency service facility.  He raised the issue of providing power to the water tank.  He suggested the town charge rent to the users of the tank.  One option was to take the power down and require the users to put their own in.  Another was for the user to pay the town a fee for the service.  
Mayor Grow suggested the town consult the attorney and perhaps require the user to enter into a contract with the town in exchange for using the service.  Council Member Ballard suggested the pump house issue also be reviewed by the town attorney.  Mayor Grow considered the two to be basically the same issue in that both situations involve town property.  Lee Ballard recommended the town explore the legal options and establish a policy.  
c. Discussion of Sheep’s Bridge Crossing – Mayor John Grow.
Mayor Grow reported that the BLM wants to trade property and an easement along the river to create walking trails.  In effect, the intent is for the property owner to trade undevelopable property with the BLM for buildable land.  The mayor stated that the plan is currently private and the developers want the council to discuss the proposal since the BLM will want Virgin’s opinion. 
Bill Adams liked the idea of putting the property into the hands of the BLM rather than to have it remain private.  Alternatively, if it were controlled by the town rather than the BLM, it could become part of Falls Park in addition to providing river access and a hiking trail.  The matter was to be discussed again at the next meeting to give the council time to review the information provided.  
REGULAR MEETING

1. Call to Order – Mayor John Grow.
Mayor John Grow called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

2. Pledge and Opening Remarks.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

3. Declaration of Conflicts of Interest.
Lee Ballard reported that the agenda contains a request from her for a conditional use permit.  
NEW BUSINESS

4. Report on Fire District Meeting – Bruce Densley.
Bruce Densley reported on a recent Fire District Meeting where the group discussed insurance and compensation plans.  They also discussed the transition to make sure the employees will not lose benefits in the transfer.  The next step will be to transition the assets into the district.  In June, a Truth in Taxation hearing will be conducted where citizens will be notified of the objective of the board, which is to determine how citizens want to be assessed for the service.  The options were for citizens to either receive a monthly bill or pay in the form of a mill levy included as part of their property tax statement.  It was estimated that Virgin will be taxed at a rate of approximately $120 per $100,000 of property value.  
Bruce Densley clarified that the tax rate is not to exceed .0016.  Lee Ballard was nervous about the projected cost.  Council Member Densley stated that the estimate was high since another election will be necessary to make adjustments.  He reported that the town paid $48,000 for fire services last year, which came from property taxes.  The district calculated what was spent on fire services from the previous fiscal year, which was determined to be roughly $69,000 minus what was received in grants and donations.  In the end, over $48,000 came from taxes.  The next step was to determine the difference between the $48,000 paid and what the new bill will be.  
Lee Ballard suggested citizens consider it as a percentage of their property value.  The only choice to be made at this point is whether to enact the mill levy or send monthly bills to every homeowner.  Sending out monthly bills was determined to be more costly.  Bruce Densley stated that the estimated cost of handling the billings will be $100,000.  If the mill levy option is selected, the county will take care of everything and as an individual entity, the town will have no expense.  Lee Ballard thought it would be easy and inexpensive to add the cost to the water bill.  Bruce Densley indicated that the same collection mechanism must be used for all entities.  
Grant issues were discussed.  Council Member Densley reported that the district was still waiting to hear if the grant was awarded.  

Bruce Densley reported that Fire District Meetings are held the 4th Tuesday of each month.  All were invited to participate.  
5. Report and Discussion on Street Lighting Project – Lee Ballard.
Lee Ballard reported that the overall project will take a significant amount of time, especially if creative funding is pursued.  The council spoke last month about putting in one test light.  Since there are two potential street light models, she suggested installing one of each.  That alternative was deemed acceptable by the council if the funds are available.  
Council Member Ballard explained that she has been approached by several citizens about the street lighting project.  She suggested the council consider the procedure and move ahead with some of the proposed changes.  It occurred to her that there may be some legal concerns associated with removing a light that has been in place for many years.  She suggested the town document the public support associated with the removal of each light.  Council Member Densley recommended the town first install one or two lights and depending on how they work, to determine whether to proceed and install more.
Lee Ballard offered to begin removing unwanted lights and providing official notice to the neighbors.  Bruce Densley thought that might be premature and suggested the new lights first be tested to determine if it is feasible to proceed.  Lee Ballard clarified that the lights being proposed for removal are not desired by the citizens.  Mayor Grow suggested funding be put in place first after which a few lights can be tested in a specific location.  
6. Discussion with Possible Approval of the Planning Commission Recommended Approval of Ordinance Entitled: Acknowledging Pending Amendments to the General Plan and Adopting Interim Standards for New or Improved Virgin Town Street, Roads, and Pedestrian Facilities.

Mayor Grow explained that the planning commission recently held a public hearing on the matter to which no members of the public were present.  Lee Ballard reported that the Streets and Road Committee has spoken at length about new standards for streets, pedestrian facilities, and drainage.   Currently, standards are in place but they do not work for most of the newer developments.  
Bill Adams moved to accept the planning commission’s recommendation and adopt an ordinance acknowledging pending amendments to the General Plan and adopting interim standards for new or improved Virgin Town streets, roads, and pedestrian facilities.  Bruce Densley seconded the motion.  Vote on motion:  Lee Ballard-Aye, Bruce Densley-Aye, Bill Adams-Aye, Luke Stevens-Aye, Mayor John Grow-Aye.  The motion passed unanimously.  
7. Discussion with Possible Approval of the Planning Commission Recommended Approval of Conditional Use Permits for Lee Ballard.

Lee Ballard reported that she would like to use the overhang of a smaller building on her site to locate a fruit stand.  No changes were proposed to the building.  She stated that the sign ordinance allows an event or temporary sign since it will only be displayed when the fruit stand is open for business.  Mayor Grow thought the proposed business will benefit the town.   
Bruce Densley moved to approve agenda item number seven, a recommendation of the conditional use permit for Lee Ballard.  Bill Adams seconded the motion.  Vote on motion:  Lee Ballard-Abstained, Bruce Densley-Aye, Bill Adams-Aye, Luke Stevens-Aye, Mayor John Grow-Aye.  The motion passed unanimously with one abstention.
8. Discussion with Possible Approval of the Minutes of March 24, 2010, Town Council Minutes.  

Lee Ballard moved to table approval of the March 24, 2010, Town Council Meeting minutes.  Luke Stevens seconded the motion.  Vote on motion:  Lee Ballard-Aye, Bruce Densley-Aye, Bill Adams-Aye, Luke Stevens-Aye, Mayor John Grow-Aye.  The motion passed unanimously.  
OPEN FORUM:

Bruce Densley asked the mayor if he had driven by a new flag pole in town referred to at a previous meeting.  Mayor Grow stated that he had not but picked up the other flag pole and took it to the fire station.  Chris was in the process of ordering parts for it.  Both poles are to be installed deep into the ground and are very sturdy.  
Luke Stevens reported that years ago he sprayed the Town Park for weeds.  It needs to be done again and he asked if the town will cover the cost of the herbicide.  The council unanimously agreed that the town should cover the costs.  Council Member Stevens estimated the cost at $60 to $80.  
The condition of trees along the tennis court and methods of treating them were discussed.  
Bruce Densley asked for an update on the grading to be done on Kolob Road.  Mayor Grow reported that Jason agreed to center mark the road for $500.  The mayor thought the estimate was very low and recommended the work be done.  The council agreed.  

Lee Ballard reported on the Corridor Management Plan and stated that at the last meeting some good questions were raised.  She noted that many assume it will affect the land use in the area.  She stressed that it will not.  She indicated that many towns include language in their agreement about the scenic highway designation, which allows them to withdraw at any time.  Another question had to do with the width of the corridor.  Lee Ballard indicated that it will be determined through the current process.  Regardless, the width of the corridor is inconsequential because the only rule pertains to billboards.  

COUNCIL COMMENTS:  Discussion with Approval of:

9. Review of Invoices and Checks for March 2010.

Bruce Densley moved to approve the invoices and checks for March 2010.  Bill Adams seconded the motion.  Vote on motion:  Lee Ballard-Abstain, Bruce Densley-Aye, Bill Adams-Aye, Luke Stevens-Abstain, Mayor John Grow-Aye.  The motion passed unanimously with two abstentions.  
ADJOURN
10. Public Meeting.

Bruce Densley moved to adjourn.  Lee Ballard seconded the motion.  Vote on motion:  Lee Ballard-Aye, Bruce Densley-Aye, Bill Adams-Aye, Luke Stevens-Aye, Mayor John Grow-Aye.  The motion passed unanimously.  

The Town Council Meeting adjourned at 7:50 p.m.
__________________________________

Karri Olds 
Town Clerk

Approved:  _________________________
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