FINAL
VIRGIN TOWN COUNCIL

MEETING MINUTES

Wednesday, January 27, 2010

Present:

Members:
Mayor John Grow



Bill Adams

Lee Ballard



Bruce Densley

Luke Stevens

Others:
Karri Olds, Town Clerk
Larry Amodt, Planning and Zoning Commission Member 

Dean Kunze

Jay Lee

Darcey Spendlove

Andrea Wenzel



Lori Rose

WORK MEETING

Bruce Densley reported that earlier in the day he attended a police coverage meeting where he was asked to advise the Council of a meeting scheduled for Thursday, February 4 at 5:00 p.m. regarding campgrounds in Mosquito Cove and ATV issues.   Mayor Grow planned to attend.  The Mayor remarked that Mosquito Cove offers the only free camping in the area but acknowledged that there have been problems with drug use there.  The Mayor commented that the Town tried to get the BLM to construct an outhouse in the area but they would not because it is in a flood plain.  He understood their reasoning but thought they could have constructed one out of the flood plain and closer to the highway.  The Mayor commented that the BLM had discussed the possibility of locating a campground in an area referred to as “the Couch”.  
Bruce Densley reported on the next Fire Board Meeting.  As he would be out of town, Mayor Grow offered to attend in his place.  

1. Discussion Concerning the BMX Schedule – Jay Lee.
Mayor Grow suggested the possibility of posting the BMX schedule on the Town’s website.  Bruce Densley commented that because the BMX track is a Town entity, it is appropriate to post the schedule on the website.  
Jay Lee distributed and reviewed the 2010 BMX Track schedule.  In response to a question raised, Mr. Lee stated that night races typically commence at 8:00 p.m. and conclude by 9:00 p.m.  The Mayor had no objection to night races so long as the schedule is posted, citizens are aware of it, and it is not abused.  Lee Ballard stressed the importance of making sure the public is informed since originally there were to be no events requiring lighting at the track.  Mayor Grow indicated that he inspected the lighting and had no objections to it.  He asked that events go no later than 10:30 p.m.  
Mr. Lee expressed interest in obtaining playground equipment for the site.  Mayor Grow considered the BMX track to be a park and as a result, was in favor of the Town helping out with park equipment.  Liability issues were discussed.  
2. Discussion on the Land Use Seminar Being Held in St. George.
Mayor Grow informed the Council Members of a land use seminar where Craig Call would be the speaker.  He suggested Planning and Zoning Commission Members also be encouraged to attend.  Those interested were asked to notify Town Clerk, Karri Olds.  
3. Discussion on Final Walk-Thru of Sierra Bella Subdivision.
Mayor Grow stated that the developers want to close on a home they plan to have in the Parade of Homes.  He noted that they had been working with the inspector.  He stated that the median would be painted yellow and a mistake made to the median was to be corrected.  The remaining outstanding improvements were identified and discussed.  With regard to trails, Mayor Grow stated that they will be built in Phases II and III.  He noted that the developer has fenced off the BLM access.  The Mayor pointed out that the developer has also cleaned the debris out of the wash.  He reported that several outstanding bills were sent to the Town on behalf of the developer who agreed to pay them all.  The Mayor explained that the developer has a meter for the pump house that feeds down to the park below.  The Town was working to resolve the outstanding issues.  Luke Stevens ask if there was enough money in escrow for the sidewalk on SR 9 in front of Sierra Bella?
4. Discussion of Road Improvements in Town.

In response to a comment by Bruce Densley, Mayor Grow stated that road base would be put down on Sheep Bridge Road.  The Mayor reported that Tom called him expressing concern about the cul-de-sac at the end of his street.  The cul-de-sac serves as a bus turnaround and road base was put down, however, he thought it ought to be paved.  The Mayor suggested the Council first compile and prioritize a list of road improvements.  
5. Discussion of 4th of July Chairperson.

The Mayor reported that Darcey Spendlove offered to serve as the 4th of July Chairperson.  The Mayor did not object but asked that other interested individuals be allowed to participate.  Possible events were discussed.  Mayor Grow suggested the matter be promoted in the newsletter inviting others to participate.  
REGULAR MEETING

1. Call to Order – Mayor John Grow.
Mayor John Grow called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

2. Pledge and Opening Remarks.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

3. Declaration of Conflicts of Interest.
Mayor Grow declared a conflict and stated that the agenda contains a request from his son, Dustin Grow, for a building permit extension.  He agreed to recuse himself as he would be speaking on behalf of his son.  
NEW BUSINESS

4. Swear In Mayor Elect-John Grow.
5. Swear In Council Member-Lee Ballard.
6. Swear In Council Member-Luke Stevens.

Agenda items 4, 5, and 6 were handled together and the swearing ins of Mayor John Grow and Planning Commission Members Lee Ballard and Luke Stevens took place simultaneously.  

7. Discussion of Possibility of Building Permit Extensions for the Following:
a. Kenny Cornelius
b. Bill Schouten
The Mayor stated that Mr. Cornelius would not be in attendance tonight.  He was having health problems and asked that the Town hold the permit open for the time being.  Lee Ballard recalled that the last time the matter was discussed, the Council wanted to require Mr. Cornelius and Mr. Schouten to reapply for building permits.  The Mayor recalled that the Council made provisions for owner builders to have more time but allowed for the Town to place conditions on the approvals.  If both Mr. Cornelius and Mr. Schouten are considered owner builders the Planning Commission and Town Council could agree to grant conditional building permits.  

Mayor Grow stated that he drove by Mr. Schouten’s property and noticed that it had been cleaned up.  Mr. Schouten was not sure when he would be able to act on the building permit due to the economy and the sale of his present home.  In 2008, he was in the process of obtaining sub-contractor bids and had new plans drawn up.  Once the plans were approved by the engineer he called to schedule a hearing with the Planning and Zoning Commission.  At that time he was told that the Council had increased the fees.  Mr. Schouten then proceeded to write the Mayor a letter dated June 11, 2008, describing the situation.  The letter was dropped off at the Town Office after hours.  Mr. Schouten asked that the Mayor get in contact with him but he did not.  Because of the economy, Mr. Schouten was unable to proceed with his plans at the present time but hoped to do so in the future.  The Mayor did not recall receiving a letter from Mr. Schouten in June 2008.  

Mayor Grow acknowledged that Mr. Schouten had paid $4,500 in building permit fees thus far.  If and when Mr. Schouten decides to proceed, he can pay the difference between the new fee and what has already been paid.  Bruce Densley agreed that that would be fair.  
Mayor Grow clarified that Kenny Cornelius had already paid his building permit fees.  No impact fees would be assessed because what is proposed is an addition rather than new construction.  
c. Dustin Grow
Mayor Grow recused himself from the discussion.  Mayor Pro Tem, Lee Ballard, assumed the Chair.  

Mayor Grow spoke on behalf of his son and stated that Dustin has been laid off twice in the last 18 months.  As an owner/builder Mr. Grow was seeking a one-year extension.  The permit was for construction of a garage.  It was clarified that this was the first extension Mr. Grow had sought while Mr. Schouten and Mr. Cornelius were granted several.  Mr. Grow was seeking a one-year extension.  
Bruce Densley moved to grant a one-year building permit extension for Dustin Grow for completion of his garage.  Bill Adams seconded the motion.  Vote on motion:  Luke Stevens-Aye, Bruce Densley-Aye, Bill Adams-Aye, Lee Ballard-Aye.  The motion passed unanimously.  Mayor Grow did not participate in the vote.  
Mayor Grow resumed the Chair.  

8. Discussion with Possible Approval of a Proclamation for the 2010 Census.

Mayor Grow reported that he and Town Clerk, Karri Olds, met with Denver-based Western Division with regard to the census.  The Town was encouraged to promote the census in the newsletter and post signs around town.  The Mayor reported that 10 years ago census participation in Virgin was found to be average.  The Mayor stressed the importance of the census to the Town in terms of tax dollars.  It was requested that the Council approve a proclamation for the 2010 census.  
Bruce Densley moved to approve a proclamation for the 2010 census and include it in the newsletter.  Bill Adams seconded the motion. Vote on motion:  Luke Stevens-Aye, Bruce Densley-Aye, Bill Adams-Aye, Lee Ballard-Aye, Mayor John Grow.  The motion passed unanimously.  
9. Discussion of the Appointment of a New Commissioner to the Planning and Zoning Commission.

Mayor Grow recommended Lori Rose be appointed to fill the vacant seat on the Planning and Zoning Commission.  
Lee Ballard moved to approve the Mayor’s appointment of Lori Rose to the Planning and Zoning Commission.  Bill Adams seconded the motion. Vote on motion:  Luke Stevens-Aye, Bruce Densley-Aye, Bill Adams-Aye, Lee Ballard-Aye, Mayor John Grow.  The motion passed unanimously.  
10. Report on Fire District Meeting – Bruce Densley.

Mayor Grow reported that he and Bruce Densley attended a bi-monthly Fire District Meeting the previous evening at which time the new Fire District budget was discussed.  The assets of each town were to be discussed at the next meeting.  A truth in taxation hearing was scheduled for June where citizens will vote to fund the Fire District through a mill levy or Town assessment.  The Mayor explained that the mill levy option will result in a tax increase on the mill levy portion of the tax bill.  As a result, the Town will reduce its rate to avoid double taxing.  The mill levy seemed to be the preferred option since it will save the Fire District about $100,000 per year.  If an assessment is pursued, each town will bill individual citizens, which will result in administrative and collection costs.  
Council Member Densley pointed out that as a Town there has been no tax increase in several years.  It was hoped that within the next few weeks solid figures will be available to present on the assessment, the valuation of the property within Fire District, and information from the State on the process.  Lee Ballard’s calculations showed that even with all of the money the Town receives from property taxes, it is still not enough to pay the Fire District bill.  Council Member Densley explained that the goal is to keep taxes as low as possible.  Special meetings would be held in the meantime about the truth in taxation process.  
Luke Stevens indicated that he spoke to a few people who felt Hurricane was pushing its weight around.  Mayor Grow responded that that came to an end at the last meeting and stated that in a recent meeting Hurricane, LaVerkin, and Toquerville voted unanimously to proceed.  Council Member Stevens was concerned that once a special service district is formed, Hurricane will give up much of their power.  Bruce Densley explained that the Fire District Board of Directors is comprised of five people; one from each town and one elected at-large member.  Hurricane City is concerned that over the years they have provided expensive equipment but will have no more say than any other town.  After discussion and approval by the County, a decision was made to eliminate the at-large elected position and give Hurricane two members on the Board rather than one.  In the end they will have more voting power with three additional votes from other towns.  
Lee Ballard asked if there was a Board Member assigned to represent the unincorporated county.  Bruce Densley responded that there was not but that that was the intent of the at-large member.  It was felt that the at-large elected Board Member will come from Hurricane due to the voting population of the County.  Lee Ballard thought the person elected should be a resident of the unincorporated county.  Mayor Grow commented that the unincorporated county has had fire protection coverage for the last several years but paid nothing for it.  Bruce Densley remarked that once the unincorporated county begins paying, they may want representation on the Board.  He noted that if the need arises, the Board has the ability to add another member.  
11. Discussion with Possible Approval of the December 16, 2009 Town Council Minutes.

The December 16, 2009 Town Council Meeting minutes were reviewed and modified.  
Luke Stevens moved to approve the minutes of December 16, 2009, as amended.  Lee Ballard seconded the motion.  Vote on motion:  Luke Stevens-Aye, Bruce Densley-Aye, Bill Adams-Aye, Lee Ballard-Aye, Mayor John Grow.  The motion passed unanimously.  
OPEN FORUM
Larry Amodt brought up the issue of a designated trailhead for access onto BLM land.  He stated that on any given day there is a constant stream of off-road vehicles.  In the summer it is dusty and in the winter it is muddy.  In addition, garbage trucks have a difficult time getting access.  He pointed out that four homes are affected.  Mayor Grow stressed the importance of each of the homes.  He brought up the issue of Kolob Road and thought that if the maintenance continues, there will be B&C Road Funds available to put more pavement down.  He was aware of the situation and thought the public access should be paved.  He asked that the Council Members review the memo provided and be prepared to address the issue and prioritize the list at the next meeting.  He noted that funds were available to begin doing the work.
Mayor Grow stated that his son and his girlfriend would like to get a group together and coordinate a cemetery cleanup and maintenance effort.  He asked that a write up to that effect be included in the newsletter along with his son’s contact information.  His son hoped to benefit from the services of various members of the community.
Bruce Densley asked for an update on the flagpole issue.  Mayor Grow recommended the matter be discussed at the next meeting.  He pointed out that in order to convert a pole to solar power, the Town has to purchase new poles and replace the existing ones.  He was interested in changing the lights at the tennis courts and investing in ones that turn on and off automatically.  Solar lighting issues were discussed.  Lee Ballard recommended the lights be replaced one at a time as funding permits.  
Bruce Densley asked if thought had been given to the purchase of radar traffic signs.  He was interested in putting one at each end of Town but questioned whether the funding is available.  Mayor Grow agreed to check with UDOT and examine the budget more closely.  In response to a comment made by Lee Ballard, Bruce Densley stated that the Police District is in favor of the signs.  

Council Member Densley reported that he met with the police for the three communities earlier in the day and was told that figures are available for the last quarter.  Specifics were available with regard to citation issuance, incidents, and expenses.  Copies of the report were made available for the Council Members and public to view.  Council Member Densley reported that there were areas where the Town was down from a few years ago.  He noted that the citation issuance had decreased over the last few quarters and incidents and request for services had increased.  He reported that all was going well and the visibility of officers seemed to have improved.  

Bruce Densley asked for an update on Vince and the cul-de-sac issue.  Mayor Grow stated that he had been unable to get a hold of Vince and he thought he should be given a 30-day notice to respond with an answer regarding his activities or expire the bond.  The Mayor realized the cul-de-sac needs to be put in for safety reasons.  Wash and flooding issues were discussed. 

 A new resident of the Town introduced himself and expressed interest on behalf of himself and his daughter in becoming involved in the community.  Mayor Grow welcomed them both to Virgin.  
Luke Stevens stated that Dean Woods contacted him recently complaining about ATVs being driven up and down his road.  Council Member Stevens recommended Mr. Woods contact the Police Department or dispatch next time it occurs.  Another possibility was to have a friendly discussion with those involved and recommend they stop.  
COUNCIL COMMENTS: Discussion with Approval of:
12. Review of Invoices and Checks for December 2009.

Lee Ballard moved to approve the checks and invoices for December 2009.  Bruce Densley seconded the motion.  Vote on motion:  Luke Stevens-Aye, Bruce Densley-Aye, Bill Adams-Aye, Lee Ballard-Aye, Mayor John Grow.  The motion passed unanimously.  

ADJOURN
13. Public Meeting.

Luke Stevens moved to adjourn.  Lee Ballard seconded the motion.  Vote on motion:  Luke Stevens-Aye, Bruce Densley-Aye, Bill Adams-Aye, Lee Ballard-Aye, Mayor John Grow.  The motion passed unanimously.  

The Town Council Meeting adjourned at 8:10 p.m. 

__________________________________

Karri Olds 
Town Clerk

Approved:  _________________________
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