Virgin Town Council

Meeting Minutes

November 18, 2009
Present:

Members:       Mayor John Grow

                        Lee Ballard

                        Bruce Densley

Luke Stevens

Others:           Ray Golata, Town Treasurer

Karri Olds, Town Clerk

Larry Amodt, Planning and Zoning Commission Member 

Gregg Ballard

John Ely

Jennifer Harris

Jack Ruggles

George Rodinos

WORK MEETING

Town Treasurer, Ray Golata, reported that Jay Lee contacted him earlier in the day and expressed interest in serving as the liaison between the City and the BMX Track.  

Mayor Grow asked for more information on the increase in garbage rates.  Mr. Golata stated that the rate needs to be increased from $10 to $10.50.  With the increased rate the Town will have a cushion of $.15.  He noted that currently the Town is losing $.25 on each garbage and water bill processed.  Water issues were discussed.   

Mayor Grow reported that the Town received a request for an assisted living center in a home in Desert Gardens.  His understanding was that the CC&Rs will have to be changed to allow what is requested.  The number of inhabitants proposed was less than five.  Lee Ballard stated that if the residents are elderly, the maximum occupancy is eight.  Mayor Grow stated that the CC&Rs allow for up to five people currently.  His understanding was that the same applicants requested a similar use in Rio de Sion.  Procedural issues were discussed.  

Based on the size of the operation proposed, Lee Ballard did not think the applicants were only motivated by profit.  She expected that figure to have a similar impact as a family.  Mayor Grow disagreed and stated that without profit they would not be in business.  Lee Ballard indicated that the ordinance says that the Town shall not approve a building permit that conflicts with the CC&Rs.  An audience member stated that what is proposed clearly violates the CC&Rs and should not have been entertained by staff.  

Mayor Grow referred to the law and stated that a person cannot be restricted from having up to five people with a disability in a home.  Lee Ballard stated that there are various issues found in the congregate living facility chapter that could have an effect on the request.  For example, an adult has to be domiciled in a house that has someone living there full time.  

Bruce Densley stated that with regard to disability issues, federal law takes a great deal of autonomy away from the Town as to what they can and cannot do.  The Mayor stated that Virgin’s ordinance is more restrictive than most.  

REGULAR MEETING

1.
Call to Order – Mayor John Grow.

Mayor John Grow called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

2.
Pledge and Opening Remarks.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

3.
Declaration of Conflicts of Interest.

There were no conflicts of interest declared.

NEW BUSINESS

4.
Annual Report on the “Binnie’s” Program – Jennifer Harris.

Jennifer Harris introduced herself as the Recycling Coordinator for Washington County.  The intent of tonight’s meeting was to talk about the first year of the Washington County Recycling Program, where they are headed, and the Don’t Waste Dixie waiver.  Ms. Harris reported that when the binnies were first distributed in St. George, routes had to begin one week later.  She explained that they follow the typical consumer curve and during the holiday months, for example, more recyclable materials are purchased and ultimately recycled.  During the colder months there is a slight decrease.  In the spring there is an increase resulting from spring cleaning.  July is the biggest collection month with another increase in October.  

Ms. Harris remarked that the program was launched just before the economy failed.  The program operational costs are covered with $.50 from each trash bill.  She noted that they are running under budget this year and continue to collect recyclables and sell them to a local broker.  100% of the commodity goes back to the cities and towns that make up Washington County.  She explained that the struggling economy affected the recycling community with the first check for commodities being $56.25.  By contrast, over $2,500 was collected in July and $3,600 in September.  This first year, Virgin’s portion was $201.50.  Ms. Harris reported that the organization purchased a scale that will allow them to determine how much recyclable material is collected at each site.  The data will be used to divide up the money this coming year.  

Mr. Harris asked where the Council would like the funds to go this coming year.  Lee Ballard suggested they be used to offset the increase in the trash collection bill.  Mayor Grow disagreed and suggested they be spent on the park.  Ms. Harris explained that the intent behind having money go back to cities and towns is to have people buy into the recycling program and see and experience the tangible benefits.  

Lee Ballard expected more people to recycle if they are aware of where the binnies are located.  She stated that there are people in certain areas of Town who don’t come to the Town Park and as a result, don’t know they are there.  Mayor Grow suggested there be more promotion of recycling to encourage more citizens to get involved.  

Ms. Harris stated that the number of binnies distributed is based on population.  She noted that the holes on the binnies are small to prevent them from being used them for anything other than their designed purpose.  There was discussion about making changes to the collection site with the concern being that it could potentially become a dumpsite.  Ms. Harris wanted to present recycling in the best possible light and make sure that the area remains free of trash and debris.  The possibility of locating one paper bin and one plastic bin on an alternate site on a trial basis was discussed.  

Ms. Harris reported that the primary threat to a public drop off recycling program is contamination.  She reported that at this year’s Washington County Fair there was a recycling bin set up for cans and plastic.  Unfortunately, however, non-recyclable trash items were deposited as well, which resulted in everything being thrown out.  She stated that that is very typical of a public drop off recycling program.  The same is true for curb side recycling as well.  Because the binnies have commodity specific holes, there is virtually no contamination.  This is of benefit because it allows the organization to maintain a good relationship with the broker who will continue to accept their materials, which makes the program sustainable.  Secondly, they benefit from a pure form of recyclables meaning the community gets money that goes back into the community.  

Ms. Harris introduced “mini-binnies” which consist of four 14-gallon totes that correspond with the labeling on the binnies.  They are available in various stores and are meant to support the Washington County Recycling Program.  The intent is to make recycling easier and more convenient as it allows people to store materials prior to transporting them to the binnies.  

Ms. Harris stated that questions had been raised about curbside recycling and believed it was in Washington County’s future.  They want to first make sure the right infrastructure is in place before proceeding with such a program.  

Ms. Harris stated that Washington County is very progressive and offers numerous programs.  Education efforts were discussed.  Ms. Harris was made aware of gaps in educating the public pertaining to the location of the binnies.  She indicated that efforts had been made in that regard.  Ms. Harris remarked that the first year was excellent and far exceeded her expectations.  She thanked Town Council Member, Luke Stevens, for his support and help launching the program.  

Clean up efforts were discussed.  Lee Ballard asked if there was a hotline to call to report areas that need to be cleaned up.  The Mayor commented that the Liahona Treatment Center frequently helps with cleanup efforts in the Town.  Luke Stevens stated that the District pays the facility a few hundred dollars per month to clean up along the highway.  Ms. Harris stated that to help encourage community cleanups, they partnered with the Don’t Waste Dixie program to provide for a waiver.  If, for example, a group wants to organize a cleanup, they can obtain a waiver and avoid being charged the commercial rate for disposal.  Ms. Harris stated that Virgin will get two waivers per quarter.  Mayor Grow asked that the waivers be sent to the Town Hall.   

5.
Discussion Regarding a Possible Increase in Virgin Town Garbage Rates, in Response to Scheduled January 1, 2010, Increases Being Imposed by the Washington County Solid Waste Special Service District #1.  

Mayor Grow reported that three months earlier the Town signed a new contract with Washington County Solid Waste.  It was determined that the rates need to be increased from $10.00 to $10.50.  The combined water and trash bills will be increased from $44.50 to $45.00.  

Lee Ballard stated that she had a conversation earlier in the day with Bill Adams who wondered why the rates were increased since they already cover recycling.  Luke Stevens explained that there are two separate entities for billing for the District along with Allied Waste.  The contract entered into agrees to an increase every two years.  This year the increase was supposed to be $.45, however, the District opted to forego their $.10 increase because of the poor economy.  As a result, the total increase was $.35 imposed by Allied Waste per the contract.  Council Member Stevens stated that the Town’s trash collection is relatively inexpensive so long as they maintain programs such as recycling.  Mayor Grow did not want to raise rates any more than necessary but realized that the Town cannot subsidize trash collection.  

Lee Ballard recommended delaying action until next month in order for Town Council Member, Bill Adams, to be present.  She noted that the increase would not become effective until January.  Procedural issues were discussed.  Bruce Densley stated that the Town is under contract to pay the increase and there are deadlines in effect.  Lee Ballard did not agree with the Council making a decision before hearing from the public.  That being the case, Mayor Grow stated that the Council should have conducted a public hearing tonight in addition to making a decision.  

Lee Ballard moved to table the matter until the next meeting and make a decision on the proposed increase at the conclusion of the public hearing. Luke Stevens seconded the motion.  Vote on motion:  Bruce Densley-Aye, Luke Stevens-Aye, Lee Ballard-Aye, Mayor John Grow-Aye.  The motion passed unanimously.   

6.
Discussion with Possible Approval of the October 28, 2009, Town Council Minutes.  

The minutes were reviewed and amended.  

Lee Ballard moved to approve the Town Council Meeting minutes for Wednesday, October 28, 2009, as amended.  Bruce Densley seconded the motion.  Vote on motion:  Bruce Densley-Aye, Luke Stevens-Aye, Lee Ballard-Aye, Mayor John Grow-Aye.  The motion passed unanimously.   

Bruce Densley referenced page eight of the minutes and recalled that Larry Amodt had discussed the issue of raising utility rates.  He stated that one utility distributed free energy saving light bulbs; however, consumers are being charged a certain amount every month for them.  In the end, the cost is several times more than if the light bulbs had been purchased on their own.  Because the light bulbs are saving energy, in order for the company to maintain a profit, a surcharge is added for energy that is not used.  

OPEN FORUM

Bruce Densley asked for feedback from the Council on the effectiveness of the mail-in voting.  The Mayor, Bruce Densley, and Luke Stevens were not in favor of doing it again.  Lee Ballard was satisfied with either voting method.  Mayor Grow pointed out that the next election will be held in LaVerkin, which he did not support.  He noted that he had received several complaints about it.  Bruce Densley suggested the Council express their feelings to the County Commission and indicate that they do not want to participate in the future.  Luke Stevens stated that six votes were not counted due to errors.  Mayor Grow observed that campaigning differs greatly depending on the method of voting.  Lee Ballard suggested opening the issue up to public discussion.  

Lee Ballard commented on the Rural Transit Feasibility Study and stated that it was expected to begin around the first of the year.  It was noted that the Corridor Council was in the process of reviewing proposals from various consulting firms for the Corridor Management Plan.  

Larry Amodt asked if the Town had something in place to take care of stray dogs in Town.  Mayor Grow responded that typically such issues are turned over to the police department; however, they are presently short-handed because one officer is out due to injury.  One vicious dog in particular was taken to the Doggy Dude Ranch.  The Mayor suggested that concerns be reported to the Fire Chief.  

Dog licensing issues were discussed.  Bruce Densley suggested the Town newsletter include a reminder on the importance of dog licensing.  

George Rodinos stated that as elected representatives the Council should address and resolve issues in a more expeditious manner.  Additionally, situations that could improve the Town seem to not be addressed as aggressively as he thought they should be.  Mr. Rodinos acknowledged an issue in the Town with the speed limit.  He had discussed the issue with a number of people and one of the replies was that the Department of Transportation (DOT) determines speed limit and there is nothing the Town can do about it.  He suggested the Council first get a consensus from the Town.  Most he had spoken to were in favor of a speed limit of at least 45 miles per hour.  Mr. Rodinos indicated that he had spoken with an attorney who informed him that if the Town supports the change in writing, he could send a letter to that effect to the Department of Transportation and hopefully effect a change.  Mr. Rodinos thought that the majority of routine issues should take much less time to resolve.  

Lee Ballard responded that many, particularly the Streets and Roads Committee, have reviewed the issue in detail and identified various ways of getting the speed limit reduced.  Once a publicly supported plan is in place it can be presented to the Department of Transportation.  She noted that the DOT is much more likely to agree to a formal plan than respond to a complaint.  

Bruce Densley reported that a study was conducted previously for several months prior to reducing the speed limit from 55 miles per hour to 45.  In response to a question raised by Mr. Rodinos, Mayor Grow stated that Rockville’s speed limit is lower because of the narrowness of the streets and the fact that there are sidewalks next to the streets.  Other challenges were identified.  Lee Ballard expected the process to take 1 ½ to 2 years.  Finances were also one aspect of the issue.  Mr. Rodinos was encouraged to address his concerns to the Streets and Roads Committee.  Mayor Grow agreed to be more aggressive with regard to getting the speed limit reduced.  

In response to a question raised, Mayor Grow confirmed that the fire access into Desert Gardens has been locked down.  

COUNCIL COMMENTS:

7.                  Review of Invoices and Checks for October 2009.

Lee Ballard asked about a donation expense.  Mayor Grow clarified that it was actually a membership fee to the Washington County Arts Council rather than a donation.  

A question was raised with regard to another expenditure determined to be the Town’s Farmers Market bill.  Town Treasurer, Ray Golata, clarified that the Old Church Committee received a $1,000 donation, which was spent.  Lee Ballard suggested changes be made to the report to clarify what took place.  

Lee Ballard recommended the Council review the Town’s street lights.  She acknowledged that they represent a significant portion of the Town’s electric bill.  

Lee Ballard moved to approve the invoices and checks for October 2009 with the changes noted.  Bruce Densley seconded the motion.  Vote on motion:  Bruce Densley-Aye, Luke Stevens-Aye, Lee Ballard-Aye, Mayor John Grow-Aye.  The motion passed unanimously.   

ADJOURN

8.                  Public Meeting.

Lee Ballard moved to adjourn.  Luke Stevens seconded the motion.  Vote on motion:  Bruce Densley-Aye, Luke Stevens-Aye, Lee Ballard-Aye, Mayor John Grow-Aye.  The motion passed unanimously.   

The Town Council Meeting adjourned at 8:20 p.m. 

__________________________________

Karri Olds 

Town Clerk

Approved:  _________________________

