VIRGIN TOWN COUNCIL

will hold a Regular Meeting at 6:30pm on WEDNESDAY,

January 28, 2009 at the Town Hall, 114 South Mill Street, Virgin, Utah.

The pre-meeting work session will begin at 6:00pm.

AGENDA - amended

WORK MEETING:               6:00 pm Town Hall

Review minutes; general discussion

REGULAR MEETING:        6:30 pm Virgin Town Hall

a.      Call to Order – Mayor John Grow

b.      Pledge and Opening Remarks

c.       Declaration of Conflicts of Interest

NEW BUSINESS:

d.      Discuss with possible action on the approval of using approx. $3,500 to $4,000 of funds from the Fire Dept budget to outfit the new 2008 GMC brush truck with safety equipment, including lights, sirens, flashers, backup lights-sound, computer hook-up, new radios with hook-ups, alternate power, and door decals. (Sandra Grow)

e.      Discussion with possible approval of the Planning Commission recommended approval, subject to opinions by the Town Attorney and Town Engineer, of the Four Winds Subdivision Division of Land Waiver. (Joel Haws and Sharon Bagley)

f.        Report on the status of the Sierra Bella subdivision. (Steve Wilson/Scott Hill)

g.      Report on the status of the K&B Estates subdivision. (Butch Nogules)

h.      Amendments to various chapters of the Virgin Uniform Land Use Ordinance (VULU) as follows:

Note: For the most part, the following amendments to various chapters in the Virgin Uniform Land Use Ordinance (VULU) at tonight’s meeting are to update and amend the VULU ordinance.  Over the course of many months, the town has updated, added to, or otherwise amended various chapters in the VULU Ordinance.  Most of the listed items are related to these changes.  Because of this, the necessary research has been conducted and legal opinions have been obtained relating to these issues.  Therefore, the Planning Commission recommended action is taken on the following listed items by the Town Council at tonight’s meeting.

1)      Chapter 3-1, Board of Adjustment (BOA): Appointment, Term and Removal to match state code requirements.  

2)      Chapter 4-16, Supplementary and Qualifying Regulations, Water and Sewer Requirements to allow for independent sewer systems.  

3)      Chapter 4-18, Supplementary and Qualifying Regulations, Lots and Dwellings on Private Streets-Special Provisions, to eliminate conditional use permit requirement and give power to Board of Adjustment.  

4)      Chapter 8-3, Town Standards, Conditions, and Conditional Uses.  Conditional Use Permit Requirement regarding applicability of new development standards to existing uses.

5)      Chapter 8-13(g), Town Standards, Conditions, and Conditional Uses.  Standards for Conditions in consideration of existing septic tanks for restaurants.

6)      Remove the entire Chapter 18, Mobile Home District (MH).

7)      Chapter 24, Open Space District (OS) to add the date of adoption to the location section.

8)      Remove "other uses" from all zones.  

9)      Add a requirement to purchase outside water supply if approved use exceeds one Equivalent Residential Unit (ERU) per acre.

10)   Adopt the International Building Code (IBC).  

11)    Add “casita”/guest house, as a conditional use in residential zones.  

i.        Discussion with possible approval of the Planning & Zoning Commission and Town Council meeting schedules for 2009.

j.        Amend VULU ordinance to limit the Town’s powers of eminent domain.

k.      Discussion with possible approval of the December 17, 2008 Town Council Minutes

l.        Approve the swearing-in of Virgin Town Recorder and Virgin Town Treasurer

OPEN FORUM:  Limit to 2 minutes each.

COUNCIL COMMENTS: Discussion with Approval of:

m.    Review of Invoices & Checks – Dec 2008

ADJOURN:

n.      Public Meeting

Ray Golata, Town Clerk

Posted at the following locations on this 27th day of January 2009:

1. Virgin Town Hall Office     2.Virgin Post Office     3. Red Coyote Café

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, individuals needing special accommodations (including auxiliary communication aids and services) during this meeting should notify Ray Golata, Town Clerk, at (435) 635-4695, at least 24 hours in advance.

FINAL

VIRGIN TOWN PLANNING AND ZONING 

COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES

Wednesday, January 28, 2009

Present:

Members:
Mayor John Grow



Bill Adams

Lee Ballard



Bruce Densley

Others:
Ray Golata, Town Clerk



Karri Olds, Assistant Town Clerk



Darcey Spendlove



Adele Pincock, Planning and Zoning Commission Chairperson



Larry Amodt, Planning and Zoning Commission Member



Sandra Grow, Virgin Fire Chief

Excused:
Luke Stevens

WORK MEETING

Review Minutes; General Discussion.

Mayor Grow reported that the Town qualified for a $2 million grant on Kolob Road.  A meeting was to be held in Woods Cross where the Town needed representation.  The Mayor suggested Lori Rose and Jason Smith be sent to represent the Town.  The Mayor suggested the Town pay for their airfare.  Bruce Densley asked if it would be more economically feasible for them to drive and the Town to pay mileage.  Lee Ballard stated that because the meeting starts at 10:30 a.m. that would require them to drive the previous night and overnight in a hotel.  The cost of travel was estimated at $470 for airfare and rental car, which was less expensive than paying mileage, hotel, and Jason’s time.  The Mayor thought it was a good investment in that the Town has a chance to receive $2 million.  

Mayor Grow reported that he would be meeting with the Water Conservancy District on February 4 to discuss Kolob Road.  He hoped to get an easement through their part of the property.  Bruce Densley recalled that Ron Thompson did not want the easement to run adjacent to Falcon Ridge.  

The Mayor commended Chris Holm for the work he was doing around Town as the new Maintenance Supervisor.  The Mayor recommended the Town purchase a gas-powered circular saw and tools to cut blacktop and pipe.  The cost of the saw was determined to be just under $1,000.  The Mayor noted that Mr. Holm was bringing many things to his attention.  He instructed Mr. Holm to become familiar with the water systems and valves, which were in turn identified on the map.  It was noted that Mr. Holm and Assistant Town Clerk, Karri Olds would also read meters.  

Mayor Grow reported that he attended a meeting recently in Springdale where USU students gave a presentation on the work done on the corridor.  

Bruce Densley announced that the following day he would meet in Springdale with regard to the police department.  He questioned whether Virgin was getting their share of police time.  Mayor Grow commented that the same number of speeding tickets was issued in each of the three participating Towns.  Mayor Grow wanted to see more coverage on the highway.  Council Member Densley agreed to bring the matter up at the meeting.  He also agreed to make it known that the Town is interested in participating in their animal control services.  There was discussion about whether to increase the fees charged for animal licensing.  Bruce Densley recommended three other nearby towns be contacted to determine what their fees are.  Lee Ballard inquired as to whether the Town has a leash law.  Council Member Densley stated that the Town has a leash law in place but stated that it is difficult to enforce and impractical for people who own farms.  

Bruce Densley asked for an update on the Town’s radar sign for Kolob Road.  Town Clerk, Ray Golata, stated that the sign had not yet been ordered.  

Council Member Densley reported that the Unified Fire District was moving forward.  Fire Chief, Sandra Grow, planned to arrange for a presentation to be made at the next meeting by the Unified Fire District Chief to discuss the various details, including cost.  Several different options were available.  Based on the appraised value, the estimated cost to the Town was $57 per $100,000 value.  If they choose to use mill value, the County will collect the money for the Town.  If it is an assessment, the Town will have to collect.  It was noted that the Town was presently paying approximately $46,000 per year for fire protection.  Council Member Densley commented that Hurricane City has been paying roughly 80% of the cost and getting 60% of the services.  They did not want to continue subsidizing the other participating municipalities.  The advantages and disadvantages of opting for the mill levy were discussed.  Bruce Densley stated that if the Town chooses to go with the mill levy, the State must be notified by the end of June.  It was suggested that the Council Members be prepared to ask questions of Chief Kuhlman at the next meeting.  Lee Ballard requested that the minutes of the meeting held on the matter a few years back where questions were posed be copied and provided to the Council Members.  She recalled that at that meeting a presentation was made by the Unified Fire Authority.  

Lee Ballard commented that two agenda items would most likely have to be tabled.  The first was agenda item J involving an ordinance amendment to limit the Town’s powers of eminent domain.  She explained that the Planning Commission had not yet reviewed the matter.  

Mayor Grow referred to agenda item L and stated that he met with Mr. Golata and Ms. Olds recently and a determination was made to appoint Ms. Olds as the new Town Recorder, at which point she must be the Town Clerk.  Mr. Golata would become the Treasurer and deal with financial issues and likely work fewer hours.  It was assumed that Ms. Olds would increase the number of hours she worked.  Appreciation was expressed to Faye Cope who served previously as Town Treasurer.  Mr. Golata noted that Ms. Olds would begin Clerk training in April.  It was suggested that Mr. Golata go through Casell training and Ms. Olds participate in GRAMA and Open Meetings Training.  

WORK MEETING

a. Call to Order – Mayor John Grow.
Mayor John Grow called the meeting to order at 6:40 p.m. 

The Mayor reported that Stanley Maloney passed away recently.  As Mayor he has the authority to donate a cemetery plot to the family.  He made that choice and waived the fees for the plot, digging, and burial.  

b. Pledge and Opening Remarks.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

c. Declaration of Conflicts of Interest.
There were no conflicts of interest to report.

NEW BUSINESS

d. Discussion with Possible Action on the Approval of Using Approximately $3,500 to $4,000 of Funds from the Fire Department Budget to Outfit the New 2008 Brush Truck with Safety Equipment, Including Lights, Sirens, Flashers, Backup Lights-Sound, Computer Hook-Up, New Radios with Hook-Ups, Alternate Power, and Door Decals (Sandra Grow).
Chief Grow stated that pictures were taken of the truck, which was overlaid against the safety equipment.  The estimates for the items proposed for purchase were reviewed.  Chief Grow stated that the proposed equipment would make the fire truck complete.  Once complete the truck’s value will be $60,000.  It was estimated that in the end the Town will have spent about $40,000 on the truck.  

Bruce Densley moved to approve agenda item number D, spending up to $4,000 of funds from the Fire Department budget to complete the outfitting of the new 2008 brush truck as indicated on the estimate.  Bill Adams seconded the motion.  Vote on motion:  Bruce Densley-Aye, Bill Adams-Aye, Lee Ballard-Aye, Mayor John Grow-Aye.  The motion passed unanimously.  

e. Discussion with Possible Approval of the Planning Commission Recommended Approval, Subject to Opinions by the Town Attorney and Town Engineer, of the Four Winds Subdivision Division of Land Waiver (Joel Haws and Sharon Bagley).  
Mayor Grow reported that Chief Grow met with Chief Kuhlman from Hurricane and discussed the situation.  The Mayor did not think a cul-de-sac was feasible since the road is on the future road plan to connect through.  There were, however, a few options available that would satisfy the Fire Department and the Town Engineer.  Sharon Bagley reported that she spoke to the State Fire Marshall who indicated that the cul-de-sac would involve the least amount of property.  

Mayor Grow was aware of three different options and the Town Attorney suggested temporarily giving the Town an easement for a turnaround on the property as long as it meets certain criteria.  One would be that from the road there should be a 70-foot length for an alternative hammerhead or a T at the end with 60 feet in each direction and 20 feet in width.  The Mayor was uncertain whether there was adequate room between the two existing properties and the wash.  He thought the easiest and best option was for the property owner to grant a temporary easement to the Town on the 20-foot driveway from the road back to the fence.  

Chief Grow remarked that she would be satisfied with the T or hammerhead with the temporary easement from the Corneliuses.  Ms. Bagley stated that that option would involve bringing in a lot of fill because of its location near the wash.  Lee Ballard remarked that the Town could grant a deferment until the developer comes in with a building permit.  She also noted that the Corneliuses might be moving ahead with some of their projects as well.  She pointed out that the road will have to be built at some point.  Ms. Bagley stated that the Town owns another 159 feet from the end of the road, which should be the Town’s responsibility to fill.  The Mayor explained that the Town would have the easement but the road will not be built until development takes place.  Council Member Ballard indicated that whoever develops the property will have to pay to have the road built and suggested that perhaps multiple property owners could work together to accomplish the road improvements.  

The Mayor explained that there were a several requirements such as the 28-foot radius, the 20-foot width, and 75-foot depth.  The Mayor saw no sense in laying pavement when the situation is temporary.  Chief Grow wanted advice from Chief Kuhlman before proceeding.  Lee Ballard commented that both the Town Attorney and Town Engineer indicated that a weatherproof road base will be acceptable on a temporary basis.  Chief Grow was willing to grant approval with the condition that when construction begins the access must exist.  Ms. Bagley reported that the individuals looking to purchase the property do not plan to develop for three to five years.  Lee Ballard explained that before a buyer can obtain building permit approval the easement must be in place.  Mayor Grow thought approval could be granted tonight subject to the temporary easement being granted.  

Planning Commission Member Larry Amodt commented that because of the width of the road, the size of the driveway, and the amount of surface in the area, he was not aware of a piece of equipment in the County that could not turnaround on that road.  He mentioned that at one time a 65-foot turnaround was built in the area that was dedicated to the Town.  It has since gone away.  At the time it was built it met all of the necessary requirements.  He stated that the 65-foot turnaround still belongs to the Town and should have been maintained by the Town.  

Lee Ballard informed Ms. Bagley that a deed for the temporary easement would be needed and a deferral agreement if she chooses to defer.  Planning and Zoning Commission Chair Adele Pincock verified that the Council Members received a letter from Paul Luwe that was submitted during the public hearing.  She commented that the proposed findings need to be rewritten eventually and potential changes reviewed.  She pointed out that the Commission unanimously recommended approval of the division of land waiver subject to the engineering questions being answered and attorney review.  Commissioner Pincock asked if the Town Engineer had addressed the drainage.  Mayor Grow reported that the engineer determined that it is not within the flood plain and it appears that the soil will percolate and the leach field design will mitigate the wastewater.  

Mayor Grow acknowledged that the topographic information was not provided and Jason indicated that it was not needed.  Commissioner Pincock stated that the Commission had three specific questions which dealt with: (1) who is responsible to bring the road and cul-de-sac up to current standards; (2) what the recommendation is if the current road width is less than current standards require; and (3) any concerns or findings regarding drainage.  Commissioner Pincock asked that the three questions be included as findings in the recommendation.  First, it was clarified that it is the developers’ responsibility to bring the road up to standard.  Second, the road width turned out not to be an issue and the fire code was instead determined to be the issue.  Third, the Council has no discretion about the turnaround.  

Ms. Bagley stated that if a similar situation arises, the fire code should be the first consideration before proceeding.  In the future, Lee Ballard suggested communication between the Mayor and the Town Attorney remain confidential until released by the Mayor or the issue closed.  Bill Adams asked if the sale of the lot was dependent on approval tonight.  Ms. Bagley stated that it was.  The proposed lot size of 12,000 square feet was discussed.  

Lee Ballard moved to approve the division of land waiver for Four Winds Subdivision subject to the following conditions:

1.
A positive opinion shall be obtained from the Hurricane Fire Chief.

2.
Sharon Bagley shall submit documentation of the temporary easement and a draft deferral agreement.

3.
The above items shall be delivered to the Town Attorney for his opinion and recommendation as to whether or not the Mayor should sign the deferral agreement and give his recommendation on the division of land waiver.  

Bruce Densley seconded the motion.  Vote on motion:  Bruce Densley-Aye, Bill Adams-Aye, Lee Ballard-Aye, Mayor John Grow-Aye.  The motion passed unanimously.  

f. Report on the Status of the Sierra Bella Subdivision (Steve Wilson/Scott Hill).

No representatives from the Sierra Bella Subdivision were present.  Bruce Densley indicated that the applicants have not paid the water fee and all work has stopped.  Mayor Grow spoke to the Town Attorney about the situation since the Town holds the bond for the developer.  It was noted that the two-year time limit expired on January 24, 2009.  The Mayor stated that he would send the developers a letter informing them that they are not in compliance with the Town ordinances.  If necessary, the Town will use the bond.  He estimated that $10,000 to $15,000 worth of work still needed to be done in the form of fences across the washes and the trailhead access.  Kolob Road sidewalk issues were discussed.  The Mayor stated that the developers agreed to put the sidewalk in from Lee Wilcox’s driveway to the end of the property; however, the Town would accept a bond and complete the work later.  

Lee Ballard questioned whether it would be worthwhile to investigate the possibility of reclaiming the land rather than finishing the subdivision with the bond.  She wanted to perhaps undo some of the drainage problems that have been created.  Bruce Densley did not think it would be in the Town’s best interest to plow the land over again.  Mayor Grow stated that the Town would have to wait and see what the property owners want to do with the property first.  He saw no reason for the Town to spend money to reclaim the property if the developers want to reclaim it themselves.  The developers would have the option of maintaining or reclaiming the property.  

g. Report on the Status of K&B Estates Subdivision (Butch Nogues).

Mayor Grow reported that he received a letter from the applicant, Butch Nogues who indicated that he is waiting for the mylar from his engineer.  He hoped to move forward and obtain the final approval for the lot split.  To his knowledge all of the Town requirements have been met and adequate improvements made to qualify for approval.  Water impact fee issues were discussed.  Mr. Golata verified that once the mylar is recorded, the impact fees must be paid.  The remaining impact fees will be charged when building takes place.  The Mayor suggested that Mr. Nogues be informed of the amount owed. 

The Mayor stated that Mr. Nogues bought 7 ½ acres and split 5 acres off for himself and two one-acre lots to sell off.  An easement had to be obtained through the BLM to access the property.  Lee Ballard stated that the plat could not be released for recordation until the Town receives evidence that the impact fees have been paid.  Adele Pincock referenced a portion of the road at the peak of the hill where there is a pond and power connection.  Mayor Grow stated that that portion of the road would be the Town’s responsibility to maintain because it is an existing road.  Mr. Nogues picked up his easement from the Alders through the BLM to his property.  Adele Pincock suggested the Council refer to the minutes from the previous meeting where the issue was discussed.  The Mayor explained that the dike for the pond is on Town property.  Mayor Grow agreed to draft a letter to Mr. Nogues.  

h. Amendments to Various Chapters of the Virgin Uniform Land Use Ordinance (VULU) as follows:

1)
Chapter 3-1, Board of Adjustment (BOA): Appointment, Term and Removal to Match State Code Requirements.  

2)
Chapter 4-16, Supplementary and Qualifying Regulations, Water and Sewer Requirements to Allow for Independent Sewer Systems. 

3)
Chapter 4-18, Supplementary and Qualifying Regulations, Lots and Dwellings on Private Streets-Special Provisions, to Eliminate Conditional Use Permit Requirement and Give Power to Board of Adjustment.

4)
Chapter 8-3, Town Standards, Conditions, and Conditional Uses.  Conditional Use Permit Requirement Regarding Applicability of New Development Standards to Existing Uses.   

5)
Chapter 8-13(g), Town Standards, Conditions, and Conditional Uses.  Standards for Conditions in Consideration of Existing Septic Tanks for Restaurants. 

6)
Remove the Entire Chapter 18, Mobile Home District (MH).

7)
Chapter 24, Open Space District (OS) to Add the Date of Adoption to the Location Section. 

8)
Remove “Other Uses” from All Zones.

9)
Add a Requirement to Purchase Outside Water Supply if Approved Use Exceeds One Equivalent Residential Unit (ERU) Per Acre.

10)
Adopt the International Building Code (IBC).

11)
Add “Casita”/Guest House, as a Conditional Use in Residential Zones.

Mayor Grow explained that the intent of the amendments is to clean up VULU.  Rather than go item-by-item, a determination was made to classify the 11 amendments together.  Bill Adams referred to item number 6 dealing Chapter 18, Mobile Home District and asked if the result would be no regulations for mobile home districts.  Lee Ballard explained that there is another chapter that controls mobile homes.  The portion proposed for removal involves a zone description.  Since nothing in Town is zoned that way, including the existing trailer park, she explained that there was no reason to keep the zone.  She commented that it should have been removed a long time ago.  

Bill Adams next asked about item 11 dealing with casitas/guesthouses and asked if the intent was to allow them and what the standards would be.  Lee Ballard responded that the idea was that since it is in the conditional use chapter, it would encourage the land use authority to create standards.  She suggested a couple of standards be included in the use being discussed tonight.  She recommended a requirement be added to make the maximum floor space 25% of the primary dwelling or 500 square feet, whichever is smaller.  In addition, the impact on the lot may not exceed one ERU per acre.  Bill Adams recommended language be added indicating that it is not for commercial use which would prohibit it from being rented.  Lee Ballard commented that that is how the language was originally proposed and the Planning Commission decided to recommend without that limitation.  Council Member Adams’ concern was that if a casita or guesthouse is rented to someone else; the use is increased from one residence to two.  

Larry Amodt stated that the intent was to impose standards in order to meet the ERU requirement.  He was aware of a dozen places in Town where people have rented out part of their house.  The result was to have two families living in the same house.  Currently, the Town has no zoning dealing with apartments or rentals.  Commissioner Amodt commented that at some point the Town will be forced to provide affordable housing.  There was already a serious need for low cost rental units in the area.  Bill Adams questioned how affordable housing is defined.  Lee Ballard stated that it is defined in the Utah Code.  

Mayor Grow suggested that the standards for “casita/guesthouse” be written prior to taking action.  Lee Ballard remarked that her Council Corner article in the newsletter addresses casitas/guesthouses.  In the article she points out why it will benefit the Town to not prohibit the rental of casitas.  She thought it was very important to make sure that they are not interpreted as another dwelling.  She remarked that the one ERU limit is essential as well as the size limitation.  She disagreed with the Mayor that the casita/guesthouse should be connected to the main structure.  It also must comply with the CC&Rs of the subdivision.  Bill Adams had no objection to rentals in Town.  He was, however, concerned about the rental of a casita where there was the potential for people to live in it in substandard conditions.  Mayor Grow wanted to explore what was being done in other cities.  

Amendment number five dealing with septic tanks for restaurants was discussed.  Mayor Grow stated that in the event someone wants to convert their home into a restaurant, the existing septic tank would not be suitable.  Lee Ballard referred to item three and indicated that it has to do with flag lots.  The ordinance refers to them using different descriptions.  A few instances require a conditional use permit, which for a private street doesn’t make much sense based on the way the Town uses conditional use permits.  She explained that most of the other references to dedication of street frontage gives the power to the Board of Adjustment to make an exception and allow development of a lot that is not on a public street.  Her preference was to leave the power with the Board of Adjustment.  

Lee Ballard moved to adopt the amendments to the Virgin Uniform Land Use Ordinance in agenda item H, numbers 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, and 10, amended to say “adopt 2006 IBC and 2006 Residential Building Code as mandated” and that item 11 be tabled dealing with casitas.  Bill Adams seconded the motion.  Vote on motion:  Bruce Densley-Aye, Bill Adams-Aye, Lee Ballard-Aye, Mayor John Grow-Aye.  The motion passed unanimously.  

i. Discussion with Possible Approval of the Planning and Zoning Commission and Town Council Meeting Schedules for 2009.

Lee Ballard moved to table approval of the Planning Commission and Town Council Meeting Schedules for 2009.  Bruce Densley seconded the motion.  Vote on motion:  Bruce Densley-Aye, Bill Adams-Aye, Lee Ballard-Aye, Mayor John Grow-Aye.  The motion passed unanimously.  

j. Amend VULU Ordinance to Limit the Town’s Powers of Eminent Domain.

Lee Ballard moved to table agenda item J, amend the VULU Ordinance to limit the Town’s powers of eminent domain.  Bruce Densley seconded the motion.  Vote on motion:  Bruce Densley-Aye, Bill Adams-Aye, Lee Ballard-Aye, Mayor John Grow-Aye.  The motion passed unanimously.  

k. Discussion with Possible Approval of the December 17, 2008 Virgin Town Council Minutes.

The minutes of December 17, 2008 were reviewed and modified.  

Bruce Densley moved to approve the minutes from Wednesday, December 17, 2008, as corrected.  Lee Ballard seconded the motion.  Vote on motion:  Bruce Densley-Aye, Bill Adams-Aye, Lee Ballard-Aye, Mayor John Grow-Aye.  The motion passed unanimously.  

l. Approve the Swearing-In of Virgin Town Recorder/ Clerk and Virgin Town Treasurer.  

Mayor Grow recommended the above item be tabled but that a special meeting be scheduled as soon as possible.  A special meeting was scheduled for Wednesday, February 4 at 5:00 p.m.  The Mayor stated that the meeting would need to be posted 24 hours in advance.  

Lee Ballard moved to table the swearing-in of the Virgin Town Recorder and Virgin Town Treasurer and schedule a special meeting for appointment of the two positions on Wednesday, February 4, 2009 at 5:00 p.m.  Bruce Densley seconded the motion.  Vote on motion:  Bruce Densley-Aye, Bill Adams-Aye, Lee Ballard-Aye, Mayor John Grow-Aye.  The motion passed unanimously.  

OPEN FORUM:  

Bruce Densley asked that Ms. Spendlove include in the Town newsletter the need for public participation at the next Town Council Meeting.  He remarked that it was one of the biggest decisions the Town has faced in some time.  The formation of the Hurricane Unified Fire District would affect every Town citizen.  The Chief would be present to discuss it and the financial ramifications.  He hoped every citizen would come prepared and ready to ask questions.  The meeting was scheduled for February 25.  Council Member Densley stated that he spoke recently to the Chief from Leeds who indicated that Virgin is where Leeds was 10 years ago.  They have made great progress as a result of the District.  

Lee Ballard reported that she worked on the Conflicts of Interest Ordinance and had some ideas that might simplify it.  She offered to email a copy to each Council Member prior to the next Council Meeting along with ideas for possible standards.  She invited feedback from the Council.  

Mayor Grow committed to having agendas and books to the Council Members by the Friday preceding each meeting.  He thought doing so would be beneficial.  

Bruce Densley asked how the Town was doing financially in relation to the budget.  Mr. Golata responded that the information had not all been inputted yet.  He agreed to provide the necessary information to the Council by the next meeting.  The Mayor commented that currently the Town is in pretty good shape.  It seemed to Council Member Densley that the parks and recreation expenses were being depleted rapidly.  Mayor Grow stated that much of Jeff’s time this winter was being spent on parks.  In addition, part of the backhoe expense came out of the parks budget.  He noted that one more payment remained on the backhoe which had cost the Town $14,000 per year over the last three years.  They would have the option of returning the backhoe or purchasing it for $25,000.  The Mayor suggested the John Deere be listed for sale.  Once sold, the funds could be used to purchase new tools.  

Adele Pincock stated that the necessary information for Tree City USA was submitted to Meredith Perkins.  

COUNCIL COMMENTS:  Discussion with Approval of:

m. Review of Invoices and Checks – December 2008.

Bruce Densley moved to table review of invoices and checks until the next meeting to allow the Council Members time to review them.  Lee Ballard seconded the motion.  Vote on motion:  Bruce Densley-Aye, Bill Adams-Aye, Lee Ballard-Aye, Mayor John Grow-Aye.  The motion passed unanimously.  

ADJOURN

n. Public Meeting.

Bill Adams moved to adjourn.  Bruce Densley seconded the motion.  Vote on motion:  Bruce Densley-Aye, Bill Adams-Aye, Lee Ballard-Aye, Mayor John Grow-Aye.  The motion passed unanimously.  

The Town Council Meeting adjourned at 9:30 p.m. 

__________________________________

Ray Golata

Town Clerk

Approved:  _________________________

