VIRGIN TOWN

12-16-09 TC Mtg MINUTES

Present:

Members:       Mayor John Grow

                        Bill Adams

Lee Ballard

                        Bruce Densley

Luke Stevens

Others:           Ray Golata, Town Treasurer

Larry Amodt, Planning and Zoning Commission Member 

Gregg Ballard

WORK MEETING

Bill Adams asked about collection of a delinquent water bill and if the Town has the ability to put a lien on the property.  The Mayor confirmed that that was one option.  He explained that if a property goes into foreclosure, the lien remains in effect.  

The number of water bills sent out by the Town as well as the estimated mailing costs was discussed.  Town Treasurer, Ray Golata, stated that currently the Town is losing $.10 per account per month on garbage collection.  It was suggested that the bill be increased by $.35 for the portion that goes to Allied Waste.  Bruce Densley suggested the Town consider the cost and determine if it is worthwhile to put a lien on properties that are delinquent.  

In response to a question raised, Mr. Golata stated that the current policy says that water cannot be shut off until an account is over 90 days past due.  The Mayor stated that if the property owner is in bankruptcy the Town will be unable to make contact with the property owner and it will be impossible to collect what is owed unless there is a lien on the property.  

Bruce Densley stated that he has been involved in real estate transactions where utilities had to be cleared as part of the closing.  He recommended that be part of the title search.  

Bill Adams commented that St. George City is increasing their base water rate by $.80.  The proposed increase seemed minimal to Lee Ballard. 

Bruce Densley asked about Sheep Bridge Road and noticed that it is thin in the middle.  The Mayor responded that a few more loads will be added there.  He spoke to the contractor who agreed to spread the material with his equipment if the Town purchases it.  Council Member Densley asked about the status of the road funds.  Mayor Grow stated that adequate resources are available.  He had been looking for various paving projects, which were identified and explained that the purpose of the road fund monies are to maintain or improve existing Town roads.  

Lee Ballard asked if the Town had considered putting money toward Mesa Road.  Mayor Grow stated that recently $5,000 to $6,000 was spent on it.  He did not intend to spend any more there than necessary because the road is a constant “maintenance nightmare”.  Council Member Ballard considered it a liability.  Mayor Grow stated that in that case the Town should deannex it.  He considered that the best alternative for the Town.  

Bruce Densley asked about the Fire District issue.  Mayor Grow stated that the County is still working on it.  

Council Member Densley asked if the Town was in a position to fund another radar sign.  Luke Stevens commented that it made a huge difference and caused traffic to slow down.  The Mayor thought the sign could be paid for with road impact fees.  

Mayor Grow reported that Building Official, Lance Gifford, contacted him about Steve Masefield’s request for a temporary Certificate of Occupancy.  The Mayor indicated that Mr. Masefield’s house is finished but the garage is not.  Bill Adams recalled that originally Mr. Masefield asked to build the garage first.  The consensus of the Council was to grant the temporary Certificate of Occupancy until February 2010.  Mayor Grow asked that staff ensure that the seal is within the year of the permit.    

1.                  Discussion Concerning the BMX Track – Jay Lee.

Mayor Grow stated that Mr. Lee contacted him and indicated that he would not be present tonight.  The matter was to be put on next month’s agenda.  

2.                  Discussion on who will be Attending a December 19 Meeting at the Washington City Library by We the People Citizens Group.

Mayor Grow had in his possession information on the course to be taught by two Constitutional attorneys and scheduled from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  The topic would be the application of Constitutional issues in local government.  Bill Adams planned to attend.  

3.                  Streetlight Review Proposal – Lee Ballard.

Lee Ballard conducted research and found that the Town’s streetlights cost around $400 per month in electricity.  She suggested the Town budget to purchase one independent solar street light to replace one of the Town streetlights.  The resulting savings could be set aside and used to purchase another.  Over time the intent was for all to be replaced.

Mayor Grow commented on the lighting at the tennis court, which he considered inadequate.  Town Treasurer, Ray Golata, was told a few years earlier by Rocky Mountain Power that LED lights can be obtained at no cost but the Town would have to be pay for the installation and be responsible for the electric bill.  Mayor Grow thought it would be more convenient for the Town to have its own streetlights.  

Bruce Densley asked if there was excess lighting in the newer parts of Town that could be perhaps be relocated and used in the older areas.  Lee Ballard thought that was the case and planned to include an article in the Town newsletter asking for input from citizens on streetlights.  Bruce Densley suggested getting rid of a great deal of lighting in Desert Gardens.  Mayor Grow had no objection to that and commented that he gets numerous complaints about the lighting in Desert Gardens.  The Mayor agreed to drive through Town at night and count the number of streetlights and determine which ones, if any, can be eliminated.  

Larry Amodt commented that sometimes when street lighting is removed to improve the dark sky, people install their own lighting.  He suggested the Town make sure that Mike Crawford is aware of the ordinance.  

REGULAR MEETING

1.                  Call to Order – Mayor John Grow.

Mayor John Grow called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. 

2.                  Pledge and Opening Remarks.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

3.                  Declaration of Conflicts of Interest.

There were no conflicts of interest declared.

NEW BUSINESS

4.                  Close Public Meeting and Open Public Hearing on: Public Input Regarding a Possible Increase in Virgin Town Garbage Rates in Response to Scheduled January 1, 2010 Increase Being Imposed by the Washington County Solid Waste Special Service District #1.

Lee Ballard moved to close the public meeting and open the public hearing.  Luke Stevens seconded the motion.  Vote on motion:  Bill Adams-Aye, Lee Ballard-Aye, Bruce Densley-Aye, Luke Stevens-Aye, Mayor John Grow-Aye.  The motion passed unanimously.  

Luke Stevens explained that the proposed contract has already been agreed to by the Town, however; every three years there is an increase.  This year the increase was supposed to have been $.45 with $.35 going to Allied Waste and $.10 to the District.  The District opted not to take their share of the increase because of the poor economy.  Mayor Grow reported that with the current rate collected, the Town is losing money.  The possibility and amount of future increases was discussed.   Mayor Grow did not expect to see increases in the near future and in fact, suspected that there could even be a decrease.  

5.                  Close Public Hearing and Open Public Meeting.

Luke Stevens moved to close the public hearing and open the public meeting.  Lee Ballard seconded the motion.  Vote on motion:  Bill Adams-Aye, Lee Ballard-Aye, Bruce Densley-Aye, Luke Stevens-Aye, Mayor John Grow-Aye.  The motion passed unanimously.  

6.                  Discussion with Possible Approval of a Resolution Increasing the Virgin Town Garbage Rate, Effective 1/1/2010.

Mayor Grow stated that the proposed increase was $.50 to bring the total to $10.50.  

Lee Ballard moved to approve a resolution increasing the Virgin Town Garbage Rate from $10.00 to $10.50 per month.  Luke Stevens seconded the motion.  Vote on motion:  Bill Adams-Aye, Lee Ballard-Aye, Bruce Densley-Aye, Luke Stevens-Aye, Mayor John Grow-Aye.  The motion passed unanimously.  

7.                  Discussion with Possible Approval of Amending the Construction Meter Ordinance to Increase the Rental Deposit from $750 to $1,000.

Mayor Grow stated that the issue came about because the Town recently priced new meters.  If a meter is returned in the same condition in which it was taken, the deposit is returned.  He explained that anyone who uses the meter pays a commercial rate plus the gas.  Mr. Golata stated that from this point forward, staff will take a picture of the meter when it goes out and when it comes back so there is no dispute.  

Bruce Densley moved to approve an amendment to the Construction Meter Ordinance to increase the rental deposit from $750 to $1,000.  Lee Ballard seconded the motion.  Vote on motion:  Bill Adams-Aye, Lee Ballard-Aye, Bruce Densley-Aye, Luke Stevens-Aye, Mayor John Grow-Aye.  The motion passed unanimously.  

8.                  Review with Possible Approval of the 2010 Meeting Schedule for both the Planning and Zoning Commission and Town Council.  

The meeting schedule was reviewed.  The Town Council Meeting scheduled for November 22 was changed to November 17.  

Luke Stevens moved to approve the 2010 Meeting Schedule for the Planning and Zoning Commission and the Town Council with the one change to reschedule the November Town Council Meeting to November 17.  Bruce Densley seconded the motion.  Vote on motion:  Bill Adams-Aye, Lee Ballard-Aye, Bruce Densley-Aye, Luke Stevens-Aye, Mayor John Grow-Aye.  The motion passed unanimously.  

9.                  Discussion with Possible Approval of the November 10, 2009, and November 18, 2009, Town Council Minutes.  

The minutes were reviewed and modified.  

Lee Ballard moved to approve the November 18, 2009, and November 10, 2009 minutes, with the changes noted.  Bruce Densley seconded the motion.  Vote on motion:  Bill Adams-Aye, Lee Ballard-Aye, Bruce Densley-Aye, Luke Stevens-Abstained, Mayor John Grow-Aye.  The motion passed unanimously with one abstention.  

OPEN FORUM

Larry Amodt asked if a flag was being considered for the Town office.  Mayor Grow stated that one was needed at the Town office, the cemetery, and other places in Town.  The cost of flagpoles was discussed.  Lee Ballard reported on a program where municipalities exchange items.  She recommended staff check into it and review the items on the listing.  Mayor Grow suggested the Town take its time and purchase high quality flag poles as they are able to afford them.  The Mayor suggested that the one flag pole he has be installed at the park and second high quality pole be purchased for the Town office.  Other options for obtaining additional flag poles and flags were discussed.  Bruce Densley stated that high quality flags will be needed and noted that he goes through about four flags per year.  

Luke Stevens asked if the Police Department was still undermanned.  Mayor Grow stated that one officer had an injury recently but should be back to work.  Council Member Stevens remarked that he had not seen an officer in months and questioned why the Town was paying for the service. 

Mayor Grow stressed the need for Vince Blackmore to complete the cul-de-sac for which the Town has had a bond on for several years.  Paving of the road was also discussed.  

COUNCIL COMMENTS:

10.              Review of Invoices and Checks for November 2009.

The invoices and checks were reviewed and discussed.  

Bruce Densley moved to approve the invoices and checks for November 2009.  Bill Adams seconded the motion.  Vote on motion:  Bill Adams-Aye, Lee Ballard-Abstained, Bruce Densley-Aye, Luke Stevens-Aye, Mayor John Grow-Aye.  The motion passed unanimously with one abstention.  

ADJOURN

11.              Public Meeting.

Bruce Densley moved to adjourn.  Lee Ballard seconded the motion.  Vote on motion:  Bill Adams-Aye, Lee Ballard-Aye, Bruce Densley-Aye, Luke Stevens-Aye, Mayor John Grow-Aye.  The motion passed unanimously.  

The Town Council Meeting adjourned at 7:40 p.m. 

__________________________________

Karri Olds 

Town Clerk

Approved:  _________________________
