VIRGIN TOWN PLANNING & ZONING MTG MINUTES

OCT 12, 2011

Present:

Members:
Daniel Snyder, Chairman


Larry Amodt 

Chris Downard

Kim Spendlove

Others:
Kniesha Grow, Town Clerk

Lee Ballard, Town Council Member and Planning Commission Liaison 


Sean Amodt 


Linda Collett


Bonnie Timmerman


George Rodinos


Matt Gunn

Excused:
Lori Rose

REGULAR MEETING 

· Call to Order. 

Chair Daniel Snyder called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.  

· Declaration of Conflicts of Interest.

There were no conflicts of interest declared.  

NEW BUSINESS

· Close Public Meeting and Open Public Hearing on the Following Items:

Chair Snyder stated that the public hearing was not properly noticed and as a result a decision would not take place tonight.  

· An Ordinance Amending Uses in the Residential Zone to Allow and Provide Regulations for the Keeping of Fowl.

Chris Downard provided the Commission Members with copies of an ordinance from Cedar City.  Verbiage from the ordinance was to be used to draft an amendment to the Residential Chapter.  The proposed language stated that chickens may be kept for non-commercial purposes and limited to six animals.  The keeping of roosters was expressly prohibited in the Cedar City ordinance as was the slaughtering of chickens.  It was suggested that language be added specifying that slaughtering shall not take place in view of the public.  With regard to enclosures, the Cedar City ordinance specified that chickens shall be confined in a secured outdoor enclosed area.  The enclosure area shall include a covered chicken coop with permanent electric connections that comply with code.  

The possibility of using the term “fowl” rather than “chickens” was suggested to include other types of birds such as ducks and guinea fowl.  Problems that existed in the past with chickens were discussed.  Chris Downard was opposed to forcing guinea hens, ducks, and ostriches on people who live in residential zones.  It was noted that it makes sense to discuss other potential fowl types that people might want to keep.  

· An Ordinance to Temporarily Relax Certain Signage Limitations.

Chair Snyder recalled that previously there was discussion among the Commission about bringing the sign ordinance up for discussion.  Larry Amodt wanted all of the current requirements to remain in place rather than suspend the entire ordinance.  Lee Ballard commented that the proposed change applies to primary and secondary signs with the idea being that additional area would be granted without allowing additional signs.  

Lee Ballard pointed out that the idea is that there are so few businesses in Town and the speed limits are so high that perhaps current businesses should be allowed to have slightly larger signs.  When and if signage becomes a problem the temporary relaxation could be eliminated and the strict ordinance again adhered to.  Businesses in Town that are out of compliance were identified.  At the last meeting Bob Korros’ signs were reviewed.  He promised to remove several signs and make the requested changes.  The result is that Mr. Korros should now be closer to being in compliance.  

A question was raised about the nature of temporary signs.  Chair Snyder stated that temporary signs can be picked up and moved.  Temporary signs also include those that are used to advertise a specific event and then taken down.  It was clarified that temporary signs include special event signs and on-premise event advertising signs not exceeding eight square feet in area.  They can be painted on windows or attached to windows or walls or affixed to a maximum of one A-frame or sandwich board.  Such signs can only be posted during said event or no more than 14 days prior to the event and removed no more than seven days after an event.  Chair Snyder indicated that A-frame or sandwich board signs are prohibited.

An audience member pointed out that Mr. Korros has been out of compliance for some time and does not intend to come into compliance.  She saw no reason to make an exception in his case and allow him to have more signs.  Chair Snyder stated that perhaps the sign ordinance is too strict.  A comment was made that the other option was for businesses to not open in Virgin because they can’t make a profit.   On the other hand, Town residents want certain things but don’t want their taxes to be increased to pay for it.  

· An Ordinance Providing Standards and Penalties for Littering.  

Lee Ballard remarked that about 18 months earlier she was approached by residents who were upset about littering and asked that an ordinance be adopted to address it.  In the meantime, she discovered that a ticket cannot be issued in Virgin for littering because there is no ordinance in place.  At the last Town Council Meeting the Council expressed support for the adoption of a Litter Ordinance.  

Larry Amodt stated that he had observed a problem with littering among traveling businesses that come to the area to sell bicycle gear and other items.  Lee Ballard identified another potential problem and stated that the delivery of phone books on doorsteps gives prospective thieves an idea of who is home and who is not.  The ordinance would require anyone who wants to deliver phone books on doorsteps to pick up unclaimed ones after a certain period of time.  Problems with discarded phone books being dumped were also identified.  

· Close Public Hearing and Open Public Meeting.

The public hearing was postponed until the next meeting due to improper notice being provided.

· Request for Building Permit for Residence Addition – Steve Masefield.

The requested building permit was described.  In response to a question raised, the applicant, Steve Masefield, stated that the addition will be attached to the main building through the roof structure.  Details of the request were reviewed and discussed.  The request was approved and signed off on by the Commission.  

· Request for Business License – George Rodinos.

Chair Snyder reported that the business name to be associated with the business license is Max Repairs, which will provide handyman services.  The business license request was granted by the Commission.  

OLD BUSINESS

· Review with Possible Approval of the Minutes from September 14, 2011, Planning and Zoning Meeting.

The minutes were reviewed and modified.  

Chris Downard moved to approve the minutes of the September 14, 2011, Planning and Zoning Meeting.  Larry Amodt seconded the motion.  Vote on motion:  Kim Spendlove-Aye, Chris Downard-Aye, Larry Amodt-Aye, Chair Dan Snyder-Aye.  The motion passed unanimously.  

ADJOURN

· Adjourn Planning and Zoning Meeting.

Chair Dan Snyder moved to adjourn.  Chris Downard seconded the motion.  Vote on motion:  Kim Spendlove-Aye, Chris Downard-Aye, Larry Amodt-Aye, Chair Dan Snyder-Aye.  The motion passed unanimously.  

The Planning and Zoning Commission Meeting adjourned at approximately 7:30 p.m.  

__________________________________

Kniesha Grow

Town Clerk

Approved:  _________________________

